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THE  WHITE  PAPER 


THE  full  significance  of  the  White 
Paper  can  be  gathered  only  from 
a  comparison  of  its  language  (and 
the  circumstances  of  its  issuance)  with 
the  original  acceptance  by  the  British 
Government  of  the  principle  of  parti- 
tion as  outlined  in  the  Peel  Rejxirt.  Al- 
though the  White  Paper  is  couched  in 
the  cautious  language  of  diplomacy 
and  makes  no  more  concessions  to  fact 
than  cannot  be  avoided,  it  nevertheless, 
in  comparison  with  the  eager  recep- 
tion of  its  predecessor,  gives  every  ap- 
pearance of  an  appeal  from  Alexander 
Drunk  to  Alexander  Sober. 

The  scant  consideration  given  by  the 
British  Cabinet  to  the  terms  of  the 
Peel  report  was  shocking  not  only  to 
the  Jewish  world,  both  Zionist  and 
non-Zionist,  but  to  many  members  of 
Parliament  and  of  the  League  of  Na- 
tions Mandates  Commission  itself.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in  the 
Royal  Commission  Report  Great  Bri- 
tain's accredited  representatives  ad- 
vocated a  course  of  action  which  was 
a  definite  repudiation  of  all  of  the  ob- 
ligations undertaken  by  Great  Britain 
when  it  assumed  the  Palestinian  Man- 
date. This  plan  was  based  on  the  un- 
derlying (and  asserted)  assumption 
that  the  Mandate  itself  had  failed. 
Equally  significant  was  the  fact  that 
the  Peel  Commission,  despite  its  na- 
tural desire  to  spare  the  dignity  and 
reputation  of  its  own  government,  felt 
compelled  by  the  facts  of  the  situa- 
tion to  attribute  the  alleged  failure  of 
the  mandate  in  large  part  to  British 
maladministration. 

An  anomoly  of  the  proposal  (one 
among  many)  lay  in  the  fact  that,  de- 
spite this  admission  of  an  improper 
trusteeship,  the  Royal  Commission 
baldly  proposed  to  reward  Great  Bri- 
tain by  the  creation  of  a  corridor  in 
Palestine  (purely  for  British  military 
needs)  and  by  other  impingements 
upon  the  sovereignty  of  both  the  pro- 
posed Arab  and  Jewish  states. 

There  was,  it  must  be  conceded,  a 


certain  admirable  naivete  in  Mr. 
Ormsby-Gore's  defence  of  partition 
before  the  League's  Mandates  Com- 
mission. Making  a  virtue  of  necessity, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Col- 
onies, quoting  from  the  Royal  Com- 
mission's report  "that  the  government 
of  Palestine  might  almost  be  des- 
cribed as  government  by  arithmetic" 
found  this  to  be  a  highly  proper  atti- 
tude for  the  British  Colonial  Of¥ice  to 
have  taken  despite  the  complete  and 
fundamental  antagonism  which  such 
attitude  inescapably  created  towards 
I>oth  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the 
Balfour  Declaration  and  of  the  Man- 
date itself. 

It  would  be  idle  to  repeat  the  lan- 
guage of  these  instruments,  and  it 
suffices  us  to  say  only  that  the  obli- 
gation imposed  by  the  Mandate  on 
England  (and  accepted  by  England 
whether  for  altruistic  purposes  to- 
wards the  Jews  or  by  reasons  of  im- 
))erial  policy)  clearly  demanded  the 
establishment  of  a  Jewish  national 
home  without  artificial  restrictions  and 
limited  only  by  the  ability  of  the  Jews 
to  accommodate  themselves  to  the  po- 
tentialities of  the  land. 

When,  therefore,  the  Royal  Com- 
mission proposed  the  tri-partite  divi- 
sion of  Palestine  into  an  Arab  state, 
a  Jewish  State  and  a  British  Corri- 
dor; and  when  further,  the  commis- 
sion allocated  to  the  proposed  Jewish 
state  a  territory  equal  to  one-fifth  only 
of  historic  Palestine,  with  certain  other 
humiliating  exclusions  (such  as  Jeru- 
salem) and  imposed  financial  burdens 
on  the  proposed  Jewish  state  in  favor 
of  the  proposed  Arab  state :  the  na- 
tural astonishment,  indignations  and 
protestations,  not  only  of  Jews  but  of 
all  liberals  throughout  the  world,  im- 
mediately became  a  warning  sign  to 
the  British  Government.  In  the  light 
of  the  sentiment  and  action  evoked 
against  the  Peel  report  by  its  own  pro- 
po.-aIs.  Ormsby-Gore's  subsequent  a])- 
pearance  before  the  League's  Man- 


dates Commission  must  be  reckoned 
as  a  very  pronounced  example  of  ef- 
frontery in  high  places.  The  reception 
accorded  him  there  could  not  have 
been  a  surprise  to  him,  but  at  the  same 
time  must  have  been  an  unpleasant  ex- 
perience. It  could  not  have  been  other 
than  humiliating  for  the  representative 
of  a  great  empire,  rendering  an  ac- 
count of  its  stewardship  of  an  inter- 
national mandate,  to  have  the  League's 
representatives  accept  an  indictment 
such  as  this :  "and  if  one  thing  stands 
out  clear  from  the  record  of  the  Man- 
datory administration,  it  is  the  leniency 
with  which  Arab  political  agitation, 
even  when  carried  to  the  point  of  vio- 
lence and  murder,  has  been  treated. 
The  policy  of  conciliation,  carried  to 
its  furthest  limit,  has  failed." 

The  brake  has  now  been  applied.  Not 
only  has  the  Colonial  Office  vested  in 
the  Palestine  administration  more  mil- 
itary ])ower  and  more  stringent  laws 
against  violence,  but  (hopeful  sign!) 
the  administration  for  the  first  time 
in  twenty  years  is  using  its  power  and 
sternly  repressing  murder  and  arson, 
so  long  the  favorite  out-door  sport  of 
Arab  terrorists.  In  addition,  the  gov- 
ernment itself  has,  without  admitting 
it.  executed  vottc  face  in  policy.  In- 
stead of  plumping  100%  for  parti- 
tion as  it  did  following  the  issuance 
of  the  Royal  Commission  report, 
Ormsby-Gore  now  says  in  the  White 
Paper  that  the  government  "is  in  no 
sense  committed  to  approval  of  that 
plan."  Of  course,  we  must  not  fall  into 
the  error  of  believing  that  the  issu- 
ance of  this  W^hite  Paper  is  an  un- 
mitigated blessing  if  in  fact  it  shall 
in  the  future  prove  to  be  a  blessing  at 
all.  There  is  the  obvious  fact  of  de- 
lay until  the  new  Commission  pro- 
posed by  the  White  Paper  shall  have 
investigated  and  reported,  and  its  re- 
port shall  have  been  acted  upon  by 
the  British  Government  and  the  Man- 
dates Commission,  and  the  League  it- 
self. In  the  meanwhile,  of  course,  all 
of  the  evils  attendant  upon  delay  and 
uncertainty  will  be  aggravated  both  in 
and  out  of  Eretz  Israel.  Thus  capital 
(Co'nfinued  on  page  20) 
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THE  DARKEST  ASPECT  OF  THIS 
ERA  OF  DARKNESS 

By  DR.  ISRAEL  H.  LEVINTHAL 


A  TRIBUTE  OF  WHICH  WE 
ARE  PROUD 

A DISTINGUISHED  visiting 
preacher  in  our  pulpit,  who 
enjoys  the  unique  opportun- 
ity of  speaking  in  many  a  synagogue 
and  temple  throughout  this  land,  re- 
cently wrote  to  our  Rabbi  paying  a 
fine  compliment  to  the  congregation  of 
men  and  women  he  found  at  the  Fri- 
day evening  services  at  which  he  lec- 
tured. "It  was  exceedingly  pleasant  to 
address  the  earnest-minded  and  alert 
members  of  the  congregation  that  you 
assembled  on  Friday  evening.  It  was 
one  of  the  most  earnest-minded  groups 
of  men  and  women  that  I  have  met 
in  the  course  of  my  travels." 

This  is  not  a  unique  tribute.  A  few 
weeks  ago  an  outstanding  lay  leader  in 
Jewish  life,  who  spoke  from  our  pul- 
pit at  a  Friday  night  service,  also 
could  not  refrain  from  expressing  his 
pleasant  surprise  at  the  type  of  con- 
gregation he  was  privileged  to  address. 

We  are  proud  to  hear  these  words 
of  praise,  because  we  appreciate  the 
tremendous  value  to  Jewish  life  inher- 
ent in  these  Sabbath  services.  It  is 
good  to  have  large  numbers  on  these 
occasions.  But  numerical  strength, 
important  as  that  is,  would  not  give 
us  real  satisfaction.  It  is  ofttimes  easy 
to  get  crowds  if  you  cater  to  the  tastes 
of  the  crowds,  if  you  permit  the  pul- 
pit to  stoop  to  sensationalism  and  vul- 
garity. We  pride  ourselves  that  our 
pulpit  has  set  for  itself  a  high  stan- 
dard of  Jewish  teaching.  It  has  never 
stooped  to  those  means,  which,  alas, 
are  becoming  more  prevalent  in  many 
a  pulpit  in  this  land.  To  find  a  con- 
gregation appreciating  such  standards, 
a  congregation  that  is  not  only  one  of 
the  largest  that  can  be  seen  in  any 
synagogue,  but  that  is  also  "one  of 
the  most  earnest-minded  and  alert 
groups  of  men  and  women,"  is  in- 
deed a  distinction  and  a  tribute  of 
which  we  are  humbly,  but  justly 
proud. 


Members  of  the  Editorial 
Board  of  the  Review 

Louis  J.  Gribetz,  Chairman 
Joseph  Goldberg 
Joseph  Kaye 

Dr.  Israel  H.  Levinthal 
Lester  Lyons 

William  I.  Siegel 


ONE  of  the  most  fascinating 
narratives  of  the  Bible  is  the 
one  that  describes  the  plagues 
that  came  upon  the  land  of  Egypt  in 
the  days  of  Israel's  bondage.  Many  of 
us  fail  to  understand  the  deeper  sig- 
nificance in  that  Biblical  tale.  We  have 
here  a  poetic  ])ortrayal  of  a  decaying 
civilization,  the  natural  consequences 
that  had  tO'  come  upon  Egypt  as  a  re- 
sult of  a  system  of  economic,  political 
and  social  life  that  made  Egypt  thrive 
at  the  expense  of  enslaved  and  tor- 
mented human  beings.  There  was 
blood  and  filth  and  pestilence — aye, 
one  plague  describes  it  all — darkness, 
a  thick  darkness  came  upon  the  land, 
a  darkness  that  was  felt  by  every  one. 

Now  the  Rabbis  ask  a  very  odd  ques- 
tion. Mc-he-chan  Haya  Hn-choshech 
Hahii,  "Whence  came  this  darkness?" 
And  the  answer  is  even  more  mysteri- 
ous Rabbi  Judah  answered :  "It  came 
Me-choshech  Shel  Matah,  from  the 
darkness  of  the  lower  regions."  Rabbi 
Nehemiah  answered :  "No,  it  came 
Mc-clioshech  Shel  Maaloh,  from  tr.p 
darkness  of  the  higher  regions."  What 
could  these  sages  possibly  have  meant 
by  the  apparently  meaningless  discus- 
sion ? 

It  seems  to  me  that  we  have  here  a 
penetrating  study  of  the  tragic  events 
that  led  to  the  final  destruction  of  a 
once  mighty  and  powerful  nation. 
"Whence  came  this  darkness  that 
overwhelmed  the  land  and  people?" 
One  rabbi,  studying  what  happened, 
answers :  "The  darkness  came  from 
the  lower  regions.  The  masses,  ignor- 
ant, vulgar  and  cruel, — the  lowest  ele- 
ments, the  scum  of  society,  were  filled 
with  greed  and  hate,  and  thus  brought 
^bt  tragedy  upon  their  nation." 

"Oh,"  replies  the  second  rabbi,  who 
seems  to  have  a  clearer  eye  as  to  what 
really  happened.  "You  are  mistaken. 
Had  the  darkness  come  only  from  the 
lowest  elements  of  society  it  would  not 
have  been  so  tragic.  Had  the  higher 
elements,  the  intellectuals  of  the  peo- 
ple, remained  free  of  the  darkness, 
there  would  have  been  some  hope  for 

*  Excerpt  of  a  lecture  delivered  at  the  Brooklyn 
Jewish  Center  on  Friday  evening,  December 
31,  1937. 


the  eventual  salvation  of  Egypt.  The 
tragedy  there  was  that  the  darkness 
came  from  those  very  elements  from 
which  one  would  least  expect  it,  — 
from  the  higher  strata  of  society,  the 
educated,  the  learned,  the  students  and 
teachers  in  the  halls  of  learning,  the 
priests  in  the  temples  of  their  religion. 
These  became  the  sources  of  darkness, 
these  were  the  ones  who  taught  and 
preached  that  cruelty  and  bondage,  that 
hatred  and  bloodshed  were  the  norms 
of  a  people's  life,  were  the  tests  of  a 
people's  greatness.  When  the  darkness 
comes  from  above,  then  no  hope  re- 
mains !'' 

This  striking  comment  comes  to  my 
mind  as  I  look  about  me  and  study 
the  world  situation  today.  We  see  in 
many  lands  the  re-appearance  of  the 
ten  plagues,  blood  flowing  like  water, 
the  sword  unsheathed,  pestilence  and 
filth  rampant,  —  the  black  plague  of 
darkness  enveloping  every  one  and 
everything. 

Here,  too,  we  must  ask  ourselves : 
"Whence  came  this  darkness  ?"  We 
have  witnessed  periods  of  recession 
to  darkness  before.  We  have,  however, 
always  consoled  ourselves  that  the 
darkness  came  from  below.  "Wait  till 
education  spreads  its  beneficent  in- 
fluence," we  were  told.  "Wait  till  the 
masses,  the  lowly  and  ignorant,  see  the 
rays  of  light,  and  then  humanity  will 
no  longer  be  afflicted  with  the  curses 
and  ])lagues  that  weigh  upon  them  to- 
day." How  disappointed  we,  of  this 
age  of  enlightenment,  have  a  right  to 
be !  The  darkest  aspect  of  this  era  of 
darkness  that  envelops  the  world  is 
just  this  J — that  the  darkness,  comes 
from  above.  It  is  from  these  very 
sources,  the  higher  strata  of  society, 
that  we  behold  the  clouds  of  darkness 
emanating. 

But,  you  will  tell  me,  that  cannot 
be.  Education  and  learning  cannot  go 
hand  in  hand  with  cruelty  and  hatred. 
You  make  a  grave  mistake.  The  Egyp- 
tions,  too,  had  their  schools,  their 
books,  and  their  libraries.  The  Rabbis 
tell  the  story  that  when  Moses  appear- 
ed before  Pharoah  and  said  that  he 
came  in  the  name  of  the  God  of  Jus- 
tice and  Freedom,  the  king  answered : 
"Who  is  this  God  ?  I  have  never  heard 
of  him  before.  Wait,  I  shall  go  to  my 
(Continued  on  page  23) 
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THE  BACKGROUND  OF  RUMANIAN 

ANTI-SEMITISM 


By  HERMAN  SPEIER 


{In  December  of  1936  Mr.  Speier,  as 
Executive  Secretary  of  the  United 
Ruiimnian  Jezi's  of  America,  present- 
ed the  following  report  on  the  Jew- 
ish situation  in  Rumania  to  the  Ad- 
ministrative Committee  of  the  Ameri- 
can Jewish  Congress.  It  gives  such  an 
illuminating— and  prophetic — picture 
of  the  background  of  the  present  anti- 
Semitic  upheaval  that  its  publication  at 
this  time  will  provide  a  better  under- 
standing of  what  is  happening  in  Ru- 
mania  under  Goga — -Editor). 

IT  can  be  said  without  exaggeration 
that  three  quarters  of  those  who 
make  up  Roumanian  public  opinion  are 
anti-Semitic,  mirroring  Hitler  in  their 
fashion.  The  Judiciary,  the  Military, 
the  University  professors,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  and 
Industry  and  the  Roumanian  intellec- 
tuals are  today  seething  with  anti- 
Semitism.  The  extraordinary  propa- 
ganda spread  by  German  agents 
throughout  the  country  is  primarily 
responsible  for  this  state  of  afifairs. 
The  difficult  economic  situation  with 
which  Roumania  has  to  struggle  is  an 
important  contributing  factor.  To  un- 
derstand why  Nazi  propaganda  has 
made  such  great  strides  in  Roumania, 
endangering  the  very  existence  of  one 
million  Jews,  it  will  be  necessary  to 
present  a  short  historical  review  of 
the  Jews  in  Roumania. 

Before  the  World  War  the  Rou- 
manian Jews,  though  subject  to  all 
obligations  imposed  by  the  govern- 
ment, including  military  service,  were 
however,  considered  foreigners,  and 
were  subject  to  expulsion  from  the 
country,  and  to  laws  restricting  their 
activities.  The  only  avenues  left  open 
to  them  were  business  and  industry, 
and,  in  the  intellectual  domain,  medi- 
cine and  the  press.  Anti-Semitism  was 
a  government  prerogative,  practiced 
and  promulgated  by  the  aristocratic 
classes,  in  order  to  retain  for  them- 
selves all  government  privileges  cov- 
ering the  various  administrative  offices 
and  the  agricultural  fields. 

W'hen  the  war  ended  Roumania's 
stature  grew  with  the  annexation  of 
Bessarabia,  Transylvania  and  Buco- 
vinia,  increasing  the  territorv  of  18,- 
000  square  K.M.  to  300,000  square 
K.M.,  and  the  population  from  8,000,- 


000  to  18,000,000.  In  keeping  with 
the  peace  treaties,  and  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  minorities  (there  being 
4,000,000  Christian  minorities  besides 
the  one  million  Jews),  a  new  pohtical 
constitution  had  to  be  set  up.  In  thus 
being  compelled  to  accord  citizenship 
rights  to  the  Christian  minorities,  the 
Jews  could  not  be  sidetracked. 

The  Roumanian  Government  classes, 
whose  political  policies  were  anti- 
Semitic  before  the  war,  then  agreed  to 
accord  emancipation  to  the  Jews, 
who  therefore  became  Roumanian  citi- 
zens. However,  the  anti-Semitic  atti- 
tude of  the  government  as  well  as  of 
the  intellectual  classes,  remained  un- 


{I'hc  editorial  bcloiv  %ms  originally 
published  in  "The  Churchman,"  Sept. 
1937). 

ACCORDING  to  an  astonishing 
statement,  printed  in  a  special 
despatch  from  Bucharest  in  the  New 
York  Hei-ald-Tribnnc ,  the  supreme 
head  of  the  Greek  Orthodox  Church 
in  Roumania,  Patriarch  Miron  Chris- 
tea,  called  upon  his  fellow  Christians 
to  inaugurate  an  anti-Semitic  cam- 
paign. The  concepts  of  Christian  duty, 
as  set  forth  by  the  patriarch,  while 
unfortunately  not  novel,  are  shocking- 
ly revealing  coming  from  one  in  so 
responsible  a  position.  The  statement, 
])ublished  originally  in  the  Bucharest 
daily  Curentul,  and  copied  in  the  en- 
tire national  press  of  the  country,  fol- 
lows : 

"The  Jews  have  caused  an  epidemic 
of  corruption  and  social  unrest.  They 
monopolize  the  press,  which,  with  the 
aid  of  foreign  help,  permanently  flays 
all  the  spiritual  treasures  of  the  Rou- 
manians. One  feels  like  crying  with 
pity  for  the  good  Roumanian  nation, 
whose  very  marrow  has  been  sucked 
from  its  bones  by  the  Jews. 

"To  defend  ourselves  is  a  national 
and  patriotic  duty,  not  anti-Semitic. 
Lack  of  measures  to  get  rid  of  this 


changed  and  long  before  Hitler's  ad- 
vent into  Germany  there  were  in  Rou- 
mania constant  anti-Semitic  agitations 
and  excesses.  The  Cadaver  question 
in  the  medical  colleges,  the  Oradea 
Mare  devastations,  the  Borsha  fire, 
excesses  against  the  Jews  in  the  trains, 
beatings  in  the  parks  and  streets,  etc., 
will  forever  be  poignantly  stamped  on 
our  memories.  Thus,  when  Nazi  pro- 
paganda made  its  appearance  it  found 
fertile  ground.  Today  the  situation  is 
exceedingly  grave.  Observers  are  con- 
vinced that  Roumania  is  the  next  coun- 
try to  follow  in  Germany's  footsteps. 
And  how  is  this  dynamite  planted? 
{Continued  on  next  page) 


l)lague  would  indicate  that  we  are  lazy 
cowards  who  let  ourselves  be  carried 
alive  to  our  graves. 

"Why  should  the  Jews  enjoy  the  pri- 
vilege of  living  like  parasites  on  our 
backs?  Why  should  we  not  get  rid  of 
these  parasites  who  suck  Roumanian 
Christian  blood?  It  is  logical  and  holy 
to  react  against  them. 

"To  dislocate  Arabs  from  their 
homes  in  Palestine  for  the  sake  of  the 
Jew  is  neither  right  nor  humane. 

"The  duty  of  a  Christian  is  to  love 
himself  first  and  to  see  that  his  needs 
are  satisfied.  Only  then  can  he  help  his 
neighbor  if  he  approaches  him  with  a 
clean  soul  and  in  a  spirit  of  good 
neighborliness." 

Said  the  Herald-Tribune  correspon- 
dent in  comment  on  the  statement : 

"In  view  of  the  enormous  influence 
of  the  clergy  in  Roumania,  nearly  90 
j>ercent  of  whose  population  are  pro- 
foundly devout  peasants,  the  patri- 
arch's declaration  of  war  against  the 
Jews  is  expected  to  intensify  consid- 
erably the  anti-Semitic  feeling  pre- 
vailing in  this  country." 

"Nowhere  else  in  the  world,  so  far 
as  we  are  aware,  has  the  leader  of  a 
Christian  communion  made  so  black 
{Continued  on  page  22) 
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First  there  are  the  100%  anti-Semitic 

parties,  including  the  Vaida-Goga-Cuza 
iron  Guard,  and  the  George  Bratianu 
factions,  which  advocate  a  government 
program  for  the  economic  as  well  as 
the  physical  extermination  of  the  Jew- 
ish population.  These  parties  are  not 
far  from  having  control  of  the  reins 
of  government. 

As  I  have  already  said,  public  opin- 
ion is  in  a  great  measure  in  sympathy 
with  this  program. 

Those  who  are  not  anti-Semitic  are, 
sadly  enough,  very  few  in  number. 
Even  the  Peasant  Party  supports  a 
platform  limiting  the  activities  of  the 
Jews,  so  that  the  places  occupied  by 
the  Jews  would  become  available  to 
the  non-Jews.  The  difference  between 
the  100%  anti-Semitic  parties  and  the 
other  semi-anti-Semitic  parties  is  that 
the  first  cry  for  the  immediate  elimina- 
tion of  the  Jews,  even  if  force  and 
violence  have  to  be  employed,  while 
the  semi-anti-Semites  are  gradually  ac- 
complishing these  eliminations  by 
more  subtle  methods. 

The  government  program,  patterned 
on  Germany's,  would  immediately  ex- 
pel the  Jews  from  all  intellectual  fields : 
the  press,  medicine,  law  and  engineer- 
ing, and  then  would  come  business  and 
industry. 

Should  the  King  call  into  power  one 
or  more  of  the  anti-Semitic  groups 
the  direst  hardships  and  sufferings 
would  descend  on  the  Jewish  people, 
and  a  fate  worse  than  that  of  the 
German  Jews  would  be  theirs.  In  pen- 
ury and  destitution  they  would  be  com- 
pelled to  emigrate — but  where?  What 
doors  remain  open  to  them  ?  The  grav- 
ity of  the  situation  is  constantly  in- 
creased by  German  propaganda  and 
the  organization  of  the  Roumanian 
people  into  a  political  body  hungry  for 
a  prey,  with  the  inevitable  victim  the 
Jew. 

The  Hitlerites  are  employing  all 
means  and  methods  of  influencing 
King  Carol,  professedly  pro-German, 
to  bring  about  an  anti-Semitic  Gov- 
ernment. 

Ever  since  King  Carol  II  returned 
to  Roumania  in  1932,  the  old  poHtical 
parties  have  become  weaker  from  day 
to  day.  The  young  George  Bratianu 
withdrew  from  the  Liberal  Party,  Go- 
ga  withdrew  from  the  Averescu  Par- 
ty, and  Vaida  withdrew  from  the  Na- 
tional Peasant  Party,  so  that  these 
groups  were  split  up  and  divided.  Vai- 
da joined  hands  with  the  Iron  Guard 


and  Goga  fused  with  Cuza.  This  po- 
litical havoc  was  delicately  manoeu- 
vered  by  the  King  in  order  to  keep 
the  upper  hand  and  control  the  po- 
litical parties  to  suit  his  convenience 
and  ambitions.  Titulescu,  who  fav- 
ored French  policyj  was  eliminated 
from  foreign  office,  so  that  the  King 
could  have  a  free  hand  to  deal  with 
Germany.  Vaida  and  Goga  are  in 
league  with  Germany,  and  if  called 
into  power,  anti-Semitism  will  be  the 
anchor  for  its  new  orientation.  The 
King  stands  ready  to  accept  a  pro- 
German  government  at  any  opportune 
time,  and  is  also  ready  to  bring  into 
power  the  Vaida-Goga  combination. 

Roumania  has  a  Constitutional  form 
of  government.  But  the  truth  of  the 
matter  is  that  it  is  under  a  dictator- 
ship behind  a  constitutional  curtain. 
The  dictatorship  comes  from  above, 
and  even  though  the  government  offi- 
cials might  wish  to  do  something,  they 
are  powerless. 

The  economic  situation  in  the  coun- 
try is  daily  becoming  worse.  The  num- 
bers of  Jewish  unemployed  is  rapidly 
increasing  the  ranks  of  the  "luftmen- 
schen."  They  are  fleeing  the  country 
places  and  villages,  seeking  refuge  in 
the  cities,  thereby  only  contributing  to 
the  over-crowded  conditions  and  add- 
ing to  the  misery  and  poverty. 

The  Jewish  banks  of  the  past 
are  almost  extinct.  These  institu- 
tions, which  played  so  great  a  part  in 
the  commercial  life  of  the  Jewish  mer- 
chants and  small  industries,  have  been 
ruined  through  government  and  politi- 
cal machinations.  The  Banca  Nationala 
(the  National  Bank),  which  is  govern- 
ment managed  and  controlled,  reigns 
supreme.  With  the  Jewish  banks  such 
as  the  banks  of  Marmarosh,  Bercovici, 
Wachtel  Banka  Moldova,  etc.,  out  of 
the  way,  the  Jewish  merchants  and  in- 
dustrialists are  left  at  the  mercy  of 
the  Banca  Nationala,  which  not  only 
denies  them  credits,  but  refuses  to 
discount  their  notes.  Through  such 
malevolent  methods  the  ruin  of  these 
merchants  and  small  industrialists  is 
assured,  as  is  their  expulsion  from 
the  business  world.  Their  place  is  to 
be  filled  by  non-Jewish  operatives, 
subsidized  by  the  National  Bank  and 
run  by  politicians  or  political  hench- 
men. 

The  few  Jewish  cooperatives  set  up 
by  the  Joint  Distribution  Committee 
have  very  small  resources,  and  their 
help  to  the  Jewish  business  man  is 
negligible.    The  loans  are  too  small 


and  too  limited  to  be  of  any  value  ex- 
cept to  the  small  artisan. 

Little  by  little  the  Jews  are  thrown 
out  of  all  public  occupations  as  well. 
They  are  not  admitted  to  manual 
schools  nor  on  the  faculties  except  on 
a  restricted  basis.  Those  who  do  gain 
admittance  however,  are  soon  com- 
pelled to  leave,  due  to  the  terrorism 
spread  by  the  students. 

The  country  is  in  the  grip  of  an  or- 
ganized terroristic  band,  the  head  of 
which  is  the  notorious  Corneliu-Zdre- 
lea-Zabrinsky-Codreanu,  whose  mo- 
ther was  a  German,  as  well  as  of  other 
organized  and  armed  gangs  under  the 
leadership  of  the  Cuza-Goga  National 
Christian  Party.  Their  aims  and  pur- 
poses are  to  terrorize  and  intimidate 
all  liberal  minded  people  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  Jews  in  general,  through 
their  hundreds  of  newspapers,  pam- 
phlets and  magazines,  openly  inciting 
them  to  riot,  and  even  murder,  with- 
out interference  from  the  authorities. 
There  is  a  censor  to  check  on  publica- 
tions before  they  are  permitted  to  go 
to  print.  The  censor  keeps  his  eyes 
wide  open  on  the  liberal  newspapers 
only,  permitting  the  Nazified  poison- 
ous propaganda  to  go  on  unmolested. 

These  armed  and  uniformed  gangs 
of  the  Iron  Guard,  and  Cuza-Goga's 
blue  shirts,  demonstrate  against  the 
Jews  and  devastate  their  property 
without  the  slightest  interference  from 
the  authorities.  They  were  and  are  the 
monster  created  by  the  various  gov- 
ernments who  house  and  feed  them  in 
their  so-called  Caminnuri  Universi- 
tare,  sustained  and  maintained  by  pub- 
lic funds.  These  monsters  get  out  of 
control  and  turn  against  their  mas- 
ters. And  though  these  masters  at 
times  try  to  rid  themselves  of  them 
they  find  this  difficult,  for  the  yeast 
has  already  fermented,  and  though  de- 
crees are  issued  by  the  Ministers  of 
Interior  to  dissolve  the  uniformed 
and  armed  units,  and  close  up  their 
various  camps  and  clubs  (maintained 
and  sustained  directly  or  indirectly  by 
the  authorities)  these  prove  of  no 
avail.  It  is  understood,  however,  that 
all  these  orders  and  decrees  are  mere 
gestures  to  throw  dust  into  the  eyes 
of  the  outside  world.  These  gangsters 
are  seen  at  the  railroad  stations  and  on 
the  highways  in  trucks,  demonstrating 
in  uniform  and  with  the  Swastika  flags 
in  full  view,  and  giving  the  Nazi  sal- 
ute to  all  passersby. 
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Hon.  Ormsby-Gore  Answers  Questions 


{In  its  last  issue  the  Review  publish- 
ed the  opening  address  of  the  Hon. 
IV.  Ormsby-Gorc,  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonics,  before  the  Perman- 
ent Mandates  Commission  of  the 
League  of  Nations  during  the  discus- 
sion on  the  partition  of  Palestine.  Be- 
low are  sez'eral  extracts  from  the 
chapter  of  the  Commission  Report 
covering  the  questions  put  to  Mr. 
Ormsby-Gore  b\  members  of  the  Com- 
Mission,  and  the  ansivcrs  of  the  Col- 
onial Minister.) 

Could  Partition  Establish  Harmonious 
Relations  with  the  Arabs?  Would  It 
Solve  the  Arab's  Fundamental  Opposi- 
tion to  Zionism? 

MPALACIOS  said  he  agreed 
with  the  accredited  repre- 
•  sentative  regarding  his  in- 
terpretation of  "civil  right."  He  only 
wished  to  lay  stress  on  certain  other 
statements  by  Mr.  Ormsby-Gore  which 
seemed  to  him  of  fundamental  import- 
ance for  forming  an  opinion  on  the 
proposed  solution.  It  seemed  clear  to 
all  that  the  mandatory  Power  thought 
it  impossible  to  continue  to  apply  the 
mandate.  The  facts  and  reasons  on 
which  that  decision  was  based  were 
quite  clearly  set  out  in  the  Royal  Com- 
mission's report.  At  one  time  IM.  Pa- 
lacios  had  thought  that,  despite  the  risk 
that  the  Balfour  Declaration  might 
disappear  at  the  same  time  as  the  ex- 
isting mandate,  a  vigorous  effort 
would  be  made  to  maintain  it ;  but  he 
had  learned,  on  the  contrary,  that  there 
was  a  question  of  "annulling"  it.  It 
was  true  that  the  intention  was  to 
substitute  for  it  a  Jewish  State  which, 
though  doubtless  small,  would  be  inde- 
pendent. In  those  circumstances,  it 
was  necessary  to  know  what  prob- 
ability there  was  of  ensuring  the  fu- 
ture peace  of  Palestine — in  so  far  as 
it  had  been  found  impossible  so  to  do 
under  the  terms  of  the  Balfour  Declar- 
ation—  by  the  creation  of  a  Jewish 
State,  which,  in  addition  to  the  disad- 
vantages of  its  immediate  proximity, 
would  mean  a  loss  of  territory  for  the 
Arabs.  Would  it  be  possible,  with  the 
new  method,  to  achieve  conciliation 
and  the  establishment  of  harmonious 
relations  ? 

M.  Palacios  agreed  with  !Mr.  Orms- 
by-Gore as  to  the  necessity  of  taking 
into  account  the  aspirations  of  the 
Jews.  He  agreed  with  him  also  that 


the  doors  must  be  opened  as  wide  as 
possible  to  emigration  from  Central 
and  Eastern  Europe.  He  also  recog- 
nized that  Jews  and  Arabs  lived  in 
peace  and  harmony  in  countries  such 
as  Iraq,  Egv'pt,  and  Syria  and  indeed 
also  in  Palestine  itself,  particularly  be- 
fore the  mandate,  and  in  the  Jewish 
communities  that  had  existed  prior  to 
the  advent  of  Zionism.  Would  the  pro- 
posed solution  strengthen  those  good 
relationships?  It  must  not  be  forgot- 
ten that,  in  view  of  the  smallness  of 
the  Jewish  State,  it  would  obviously 
not  provide  a  settlement  of  the  whole 
problem.  Even  if  it  were  intended,  in 
peopling  that  State,  to  make  the  ut- 
most possible  use  of  industrial  and 
agricultural  scientific  resources,  not 
more  than  two  million  persons  could 
live  there. 

On  the  other  hand,  would  the  fun- 
damental problem  of  the  Arabs'  op- 
jiosition  to  the  "Statute"  be  solved? 
W  as  it  possible  to  reconcile  with  the 
proposed  solution  the  principle  of  Arab 
unity  to  which  such  prominence  was 
given  in  the  Royal  Commission's  re- 
port  and  that  of  "sovereignty"  (the 
report  states  on  page  394  that  "the 
Arabs  must  acquiesce  in  the  exclu- 
sion from  their  sovereignty  of  a  piece 
of  territory  long  occupied  and  once 
ruled  by  them?"  If  satisfaction  were 
not  given  to  the  Arabs  on  a  point 
which  the  representative  of  the  man- 
datory Power  himself  considered  es- 
sential— namely,  the  Statute ;  a  pro- 
blem that  was  undoubtedly  more  im- 
portant to  them  than  immigration — 
was  there  not  a  danger  that  the  con- 
flict between  the  two  elements  would 
be  intensified  rather  than  mitigated, 
and  also  that  the  situation  of  the  Jews 
would  be  made  worse  through  the  re- 
awakening of  anti-Semite  or  irredent- 
ist movement  where  such  movements 
had  never  existed  or  had  fortunately 
disappeared  ? 

Mr.  Ormsby-Gore  Replies 

Mr.  Ormsby-Gore  agreed  with  M. 
Palacios  that  the  territory  proposed 
for  the  Jewish  State  was  small.  With 
any  other  people  in  any  other  condi- 
tions, it  might  prima  facie  be  said  that 
the  territory  was  so  small  as  to  amount 
to  very  little.  But,  small  as  the  terri- 
tory might  be,  they  had  to  recognize 
what  the  Jewish  people  were.  Scatter- 
ed throughout  the  world,  they  were  a 


people  with  immense  financial  re- 
sources, a  people  with  a  remarkable  in- 
tensity of  purpose,  a  p>eople  who  for 
generations  had  been  intensively  edu- 
cated and  had  shown  remarkable  skill 
in  economic  activities  of  every  kind. 
More  important  than  all,  the  Jew 
throughout  the  world  had  an  interest 
in  Palestine. 

There  was  no  analogy  therefore  with 
the  case  of  British  migration  to  Can- 
ada or  to  Australia.  The  Jews  were  a 
homeless  wandering  people,  seeking  to 
leave  some  of  the  countries  in  which 
they  now  dw^elt,  and  concentrating 
their  minds  and  their  eyes  towards  the 
fullest  intensification  of  their  develop- 
ment in  Palestine.  Parallels  with  what 
had  happened  elsewhere,  and  at  other 
times  in  history  would  not  help  very 
much.  He  was  confident  that,  given 
a  Jewish  State,  there  w^ould  be  most 
intense  endeavor  inside  that  State, 
however  small  it  might  be,  and  a  very 
large  increase  in  the  Jewish  population. 

Mr.  Ormsby-Gore  entirely  agreed 
with  M.  Palacios  that  the  fundamen- 
tal question  was  that  of  status.  That 
was  more  important  than  anything 
else.  It  was  the  dream  of  the  Jews — 
the  same  dream  that  they  had  had  in 
the  days  of  Cyrus,  when  they  were  in 
exile  in  Babylon — to  get  back  to  Pal- 
estine and  to  find  once  again,  not 
merely  a  National  Home,  but  a  Jew- 
ish State.  They  wished  to  be,  not  a 
minority,  but  a  majority  in  that  State, 
and  to  show  that,  in  addition  to  provid- 
ing other  countries,  such  as  Great  Bri- 
tain, with  able  administrators,  Gover- 
nors and  the  like,  they  could  also  do 
the  same  for  themselves.  Therefore, 
from  the  Jewish  point  of  view,  status 
was  all  important. 

Equally,  from  the  Arab  point  of 
view,  status  was  all  important.  What 
was  the  feeling  of  Arabs  throughout 
the  Arab  world  ?  Why  had  they  risen 
against  the  Turks  in  the  War?  It  was 
because  they  desired  to  re-create  their 
independence.  They  believed  in  their 
past  and  in  their  future  as  a  race  and 
as  a  civilization.  Therefore,  they  con- 
centrated on  status.  He  did  not  think 
the  Arabs  would  like  being  the  subjects 
of  any  mandatory  Power,  with  or 
without  the  Jews.  From  time  to  time, 
Trans-Jordan  sought  to  emancipate  it- 
self from  the  mandatory  system.  Syria 
was  on  the  point  of  being  emancipated. 
Iraq  had  been  emancipated,  Egypt,  not 
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strictly  an  Arab  State,  but  an  Arabic- 
speaking  State,  was  not  a  Member  of 
the  League.  It  was  the  dream  of  every 
Arab  to  have  independence. 

Under  Partition  Would  the  Arab  Ten- 
dency Be  to  Extinguish  the  Jewish 
State? 

M.  Palacios'  next  qeustion  was  whe- 
ther the  Httle  Jewish  State  would  be 
a  focus  of  irredentist  ideas  among  the 
Arabs.  Would  they  desire  to  extin- 
guish the  Jewish  State  once  it  was 
set  up? 

Reply 

Mr.  Ormsby-Gore  did  not  think  they 
would.  He  believed  that  the  Arabs  re- 
alized in  their  heart  of  hearts,  though 
they  would  not  admit  it,  that  the  pres- 
sure of  Jewry  throughout  the  world 
on  Palestine  was  such  that,  quite  apart 
from  any  question  of  international 
right,  the  Arabs  would  inevitably  have 
to  deal  with  the  facts  as  they  existed 
at  the  present  time,  and  recognize  that 
the  Jews  would  never  give  up  their 
hope  to  found  a  State  in  Palestine. 
Consequently,  he  thought  that  the 
Arabs  would  make  the  best  of  what 
from  their  point  of  view  might  be  a 
bad  job,  and  would  settle  down  to 
work  together.  But  they  would  not 
work  together  now  under  a  Manda- 
tory. 

He  believed  that  in  the  early  years, 
quite  apart  from  British  responsibility 
for  the  Holy  Places,  and  for  her  con- 
tinuing responsibilities  as  a  mandatory 
Power  in  Palestine,  the  United  King- 
dom would  have  to  have  sufficient 
force  in  Palestine  to  make  the  treaties 
with  the  new  States  effective.  But 
above  all,  there  would  have  to  be  the 
definite  acceptance  by  the  League  of 
Nations  as  a  whole  of  the  plan  as  a 
final  settlement.  If  all  the  countries 
in  the  League  of  Nations  accepted  it 
as  a  final  settlement,  he  believed  that 
final  settlement  could  be  assured. 

M.  Palacios  had  referred  to  what  he 
called  the  disappearance  of  the  Bal- 
four Declaration.  What  after  all,  was 
the  Balfour  Declaration?  Was  it  not 
a  series  of  sentences,  a  declaration, 
made  in  special  circum,stances  of  a 
l>olicy  that  was  to  begin  ?  The  Bal- 
four Declaration  in  itself  was  not  a 
final  settlement  or  a  final  solution.  In 
his  Majesty's  Government's  view,  the 
mere  fact  that  the  Royal  Commission 
had  reported  as  it  had  done,  giving 
prominence  to  the  possibility  of  a 
Jewish  State  at  an  early  date,  trans- 
formed the  Balfour  Declaration  from 


a  Declaration  regarding  the  beginning 
of  a  policy  into  a  policy  of  which  they 
could  see  the  end — namely,  the  set- 
tlement of  an  independent  sovereign 
Jewish  State.  That,  certainly,  was  the 
conception  in  Lord  Balfour's  mind — 
it  was  challenged  by  others,  it  is  true 
— at  the  time — and  the  Balfour  Dec- 
laration was  the  reflection  of  that  con- 
ception as  far  as  it  could  then  be  car- 
ried. 

Would  the  Arabs  Voluntarily  Leave 
the  New  Jewish  State  Established  by 
Partition? 

Mile.  Dannevig  said  that,  having  lis- 
tened to  the  eloquent  and  optimistic 
statement  of  Mr.  Ormsby-Gore,  she 
wished  she  could  share  his  optimistic 
views  of  what  would  happen  after  the 
political  difficulties  had  been  overcome 
by  the  partition  scheme :  But  some 
years  previously,  she  had  listened  to 
an  equally  optimistic  statement  by  the 
accredited  representative  regarding  the 
protection  of  the  minorities  in  Iraq, 
when  the  question  of  the  emancipation 
of  that  territory  was  discussed  at  the 
twenty-first  session  of  the  Mandates 
Commission. 

She  had  one  small  question  to  ask. 
Was  there  any  hope  that  Arabs  would 
wish  to  leave  the  Jewish  State,  where 
they  would  have  a  better  chance  of 
livelihood  than  as  settlers  in  a  poor 
country  which  would  have  to  be  de- 
veloped with  all  the  toil  and  difficulty 
which  fell  to  the  lot  of  settlers  in  new 
countries  ? 

Reply 

Mr.  Ormsby-Gore  said  that,  if  he 
had  been  over-optimistic,  he  was  only 
giving  his  opinion.  Perhaps  he  was 
wrong.  He  had  given  the  reasons  for 
his  opinion  and  must  leave  it  at  that. 
He  could  not  prophesy :  he  could  not 
give  guarantees. 

With  regard  to  the  transfer  ques- 
tion, nothing  was  more  remarkable  in 
the  history  of  the  last  few  years  in 
Palestine  than  the  complete  confound- 
ing of  all  those  who  took  what  might 
be  called  the  economic  interpretation 
of  history.  Undoubtedly,  Jews  had 
poured  millions  of  money  into  Pales- 
tine. They  had  benefited  not  only 
themselves  but  the  Arabs  economical- 
ly; and  yet,  in  spite  of  the  Arabs  hav- 
ing better  economic  conditions  than 
they  had  ever  had  before,  their  in- 
tensity of  hostile  feeling  had  increased 
rather  than  diminished.  As  he  had  said 
before,  the  Arabs  would  rather  be 
poor  without  the  Jews  than  rich  with 


them.  He  had  always  taken  the  view 
that  men  sacrificed  their  lives  and  rose 
in  rebellion  and  engaged  in  war,  not 
for  economic  reasons  but  for  reasons 
of  race,  of  sentiment,  of  religion,  and 
that  those  passions  in  the  human  heart 
were  far  more  powerful  than  economic 
interests.  They  always  had  been,  and 
always  would  be.  Men  aspired  to  po- 
litical liberty,  to  freedom,  to  the  de- 
velopment of  their  own  civilization,  to 
the  conservation  of  their  position  in 
the  world ;  and  they  fought  for  those 
things,  and  not  for  a  better  material 
life. 

As  to  transfer,  Mr.  Ormsby-Gore 
quite  agreed  that,  if  it  were  a  case  of 
moving  the  Arabs  long  distances  to  a 
strange  country,  transfer  would  indeed 
be  difficult.  But  these  people  had  not 
hitherto  regarded  themselves  as  "Pal- 
estinians," but  as  part  of  Syria  as  a 
whole,  as  part  of  the  Arab  world.  They 
would  be  going  literally  only  a  com- 
paratively few  miles  away  to  a  people 
with  the  same  language,  the  same  civ- 
ilization, the  same  religion ;  and  there- 
fore the  problem  of  transfer  geogra- 
phically and  practically  was  easier 
even  than  the  interchanges  of  Greeks 
and  Turks  between  Asia  Minor  and 
the  Balkans.  He  was  quite  satisfied 
that  not  all  the  Arabs  would  wish  to 
leave  the  Jewish  State :  some  would 
realize  that  they  would  have  opportun- 
ities in  the  Jewish  State.  But  that  some 
would  want  to  leave  on  grounds  of 
sentiment  he  equally  had  no  doubt ; 
and.  if  homesteads  were  provided  and 
land  was  prepared  for  their  reception 
not  too  far  from  their  existing  homes, 
he  was  confident  that  many  would 
make  use  of  that  opportunity.  It  would 
be  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  man- 
datory Power,  if  the  League  approved 
of  its  proceeding  with  that  plan,  to 
make  an  intensive  survey  of  Trans- 
Jordan  with  a  view  to  ascertaining 
how  much  it  would  cost,  and  where 
such  homesteads  could  be  provided. 

Would  the  Jewish  State  Be  Able  to 
Maintain  its  Territorial  Independence? 

The  Chairman.  M.  Orts,  said  that 
he  was  by  no  means  convinced  that, 
within  the  general  limits  indicated  by 
the  Royal  Commission,  and  with  the 
servitudes  with  which  it  would  be  bur- 
dened, the  Jewish  State  would  be  "cap- 
able of  maintaining  its  territorial  in- 
tegrity and  political  independence," 
even  if  the  former  Mandatory  became 
its  ally.  Moreover,  in  view  of  the  po- 
litical inexperience  of  the  majority  of 
(Continued  on  page  21) 
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A  BOOK  ABOUT  OFFSIDE  JEWISH 

CHARACTERS 

A  review  of  Fritz  Heymann's  "Der  Chevalier  von  Geldem,  Chronik  vom 

Abenteuer  der  Juden." 


By  MARK  SOLITERMAN 


LIKE  the  Spanish  refugees  of  the 
fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries, 
some  of  the  German  Jewish  re- 
fugees have  found  a  haven  for  their 
souls  and  bodies  in  civilized  Holland. 
The  "Querido  Verlag"  of  Amsterdam 
has  been  publishing  books  written  by 
German  Jewish  refugees  which  will 
remain  as  characteristic  of  the  pre- 
sent German  barbarity  as  are  the 
books  of  the  Jewish  victims  of  the 
Inquisition.  There  is  in  these  works  a 
search  for  a  new  Jewish  philosophy, 
for  a  solution  of  the  Jewish  woes. 
Dr.  Heymann's  theme  is  a  study  of 
quaint,  rebellious,  but  original  charac- 
ters, lost  and  bewildered  in  a  world 
to  which  they  attempt  to  become  ad- 
justed. 

The  character  of  Von  Geldern  is 
fascinating.  Doctor,  Rabbi.  Cabbalist, 
Spiritist,  Chemist,  Adventurer.  Cheva- 
lier and  what  not,  he  is  basically  a 
good  man  and  even  a  Jew  at  heart. 
He  stands  incomparably  higher  than 
his  contemporary  knavish  Casanova. 
There  is  also  the  magnificent  hapless 
figure  of  the  pretender  to  the  Portu- 
guese throne,  Antonio  of  Portugal,  the 
tragic  governor  of  St.  Thomas  island, 
so  human,  so  logically  driven  to  his 
doom,  the  uprooted  American-born 
magician,  "Philadelphia,"  proud  of  his 
native  land,Picard,  leader  of  the  gangs 
of  robbers  and  highwaymen,  Mendoza, 
founder  of  modern  boxing,  a  primitive, 
but  possessing  nobility,  the  romantic 
Conquistadores  —  all-engrossing  shad- 
ows. 

Dr.  Heymann  evolves  his  own  theory 
of  Jewish  historiography  and  pleads 
at  the  same  time  for  a  broad  unifying 
Jewish  policy  of  grosscn  Stils,  im 
Weltfront,  using  Dr.  Herzl's  expres- 
sion. He  wants  a  Jewish  policy  which 
will  make  the  sixteen  million  Jews  a ' 
respected  people,  a  power. 

Dr.  Heymann  finds  that  since  the 
loss  of  their  statehood  the  Jews  have 
had  no  real  Jewish  policy.  First  they 
let  God  make  and  direct  their  policy, 
with  the  coming  of  Messiah  the  ulti- 
mate goal.  Later,  during  the  Middle 
Ages,  when  the  Jews  were  segregated 
into  ghettos,  the  law  ruled  the  life  and 
policies  of  the  Jews.    The  leadership 


was  divided  between  the  scholars  and 
H  of  juden,  Jews  attached  to  the  princes' 
courts.  The  emancipation  did  not 
change  the  situation.  Jews  began  to 
look  now  for  the  intervention  of  the 
nations  in  their  favor.  They  had  no 
broad  policy  of  their  own,  there  was 
no  political  idea  for  which  Jews  could 
fight  as  Jews. 

That  is  the  reason  a  recession  from 
Judaism  begins  with  the  emancipation, 
until,  after  a  century  of  experience, 
the  Jews  discovered  that  what  the 
world  cares  for  is  the  emancipation  of 
the  man  and  not  the  Jew. 

Herzl  is  the  first  to  introduce  a  Jew- 
ish policy,  but  its  aims  are  limited  to 
the  obtaining  of  a  country,  and  are 
only  a  partial  solution  to  the  Jewish 
problem  as  a  whole.  Dr.  Heymann 
pleads  for  the  extension  of  Herzl's 
idea  to  a  broad,  all-embracing  policy 
which  will  make  the  Jews  a  political 
factor  in  the  world. 

With  these  premises  in  mind  Dr. 
Heymann  criticizes  the  Jewish  histori- 
ography and  literature.  History,  he 
says,  does  not  deal  with  virtuous  men 
only.  Adventurers  and  rogues  are  also 
part  of  a  people,  because  "a  hero  is 
one  who  achieves  the  impossible,  who 
overthrows  the  unshakable,  obtain^  the 
unattainable,  catches  the  unseizable 
and  forces  the  monstrous."  The  near- 
est to  the  people  is  the  highwayman, 
the  mercenary,  the  rogue.  But  the  Jew- 
ish historiographer  excludes  everyone 
"who  disturbs  the  brave  citizen's 
peace  and  who  does  not  honor  the 
Jews."  They  exclude  all  men  who  have 
left  the  Jewish  environment,  and  re- 
cognize them  only  when  they  have 
risen  to  the  highest  positions  in  their 
country.  For  those  who  have  not  been 
so  elevated  there  is  no  pardon ;  for 
them  there  is  only  a  dead  silence. 

The  Jews  are  keeping  their  history 
clean,  Dr.  Heymann  writes,  because 
they  are  always  on  the  defensive. 
Thus,  from  the  pen  of  the  Jewish  his- 
toriographer, the  way  of  the  Jewish 
people  appears  as  a  progression  of  un- 


told greatness,  but  the  story  grows 
wearisome,  because  it  excludes  the  ac- 
tual experience  of  the  individual.  Dr. 
Heymann  consequently  wants  to  in- 
clude in  the  history  of  the  Jewish 
people  all  those  who  are  of  Jewish 
descent,  even  though  they  are  entirely 
alien  to  Jewish  life  and  to  the  Jewish 
community. 

He  deplores  further  that  the  Jew- 
ish literature  does  not  include  stories 
of  adventure  for  children,  and  that 
such  tales  must  be  taken  from  other 
people's  literature.  This,  in  his  opinion, 
makes  Jewish  youth  believe  that  there 
are  no  adventurously  heroic  types 
among  Jews.  Yet  there  are  many  per- 
sonalities of  this  character.  They  are 
simply  ignored  by  Jewish  writers  and 
historians.  Dr.  Heymann  believes  that 
Jewish  history  would  have  taken  a 
different  course  had  it  been  dif¥erently 
written.  He  promises  to  substantiate 
and  develop  this  theory  in  his  next 
work. 

*     *  « 

Dr.  Heymann  is  pointing  to  some 
of  the  unfortimate  features  pf  the 
Jewish  political  and  cultural  life,  but 
his  writing  sounds  like  a  reproach.  He 
formulates  certain  objections  but  in 
too  abstract  a  manner.  An  historian 
cannot  afford  to  be  abstract ;  he  must 
prove  that  under  the  prevailing  con- 
ditions which  were  or  are  forced  upon 
the  Jews  there  is  place  for  another 
policy,  for  the  policy  which  Dr.  Hey- 
mann desires.  It  does  not  help  much 
to  accuse  a  crushed,  lonely,  unhappy 
people  of  failures  which  are  imposed 
upon  them.  It  is  hard  to  see  a  world 
policy  of  the  Jews  in  the  Middle  Ages, 
it  is  hard  to  visualize  Jewish  action 
without  the  sympathy  and  assistance 
of  the  civilized  nations.  Abstract, 
rather  metaphysical  thinking  leads  Dr. 
Heymann  to  other  mistakes.  How  can 
the  Jews  produce  a  Jewish  literature 
for  children  without  a  Jewish  educa- 
tion, without  Jewish  schools?  Jewish 
children  are  educated  in  the  schools  of 
the  national  dominant  majorities,  and 
{Continued  on  page  22) 
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THE  START  OF  A  NEW  ANTHOLOGY 
OF  JEWISH  LITERATURE 

A  Review  of  Rabbi  Goldman's  "The  Golden  Chain" 


DOCTOR  Solomon  Goldman, 
one  of  the  most  gifted  men  in 
the  American  Rabbinate,  has 
undertaken  an  ambitious  program, 
which,  judged  by  its  first  fruit,  will 
prove  of  tremendous  value  in  giving 
the  American  Jew  an  understanding 
and  an  appreciation  of  his  priceless 
cultural  heritage.  "The  Golden  Chain" 
(Bloch  Publishing  Co.,  N.  Y.),  is  the 
title  that  he  gives  to  this  work.  It  will 
consist  of  five  volumes  and  will  en- 
deavor to  bring  to  the  Jew  in  very 
popular  fashion  the  whole  range  of 
Jewish  literature,  beginning  with  the 
Bible  and  coming  down  to  the  works 
of  our  own  day.  Volume  I — Part  1 
has  now  appeared,  and  justifies  the 
praise  that  has  already  been  given  it. 
It  covers  the  Five  Books  of  Moses 
and  the  earlier  Prophets.  Each  of  the 
books  is  treated  under  several  differ- 
ent headings.  First  there  are  the  con- 
tents, followed  by  a  list  of  striking 
words,  phrases  or  passages  that  are 
often  quoted  and  which  are  most  like- 
ly to  impress  themselves  upon  the 
mind  of  the  reader.  The  authorship, 
style,  philosophy  and  influence  of  each 
book  is  then  briefly  considered.  In 
some  instances  a  special  section  is  de- 
voted to  a  resume  of  the  historical  ma- 
terial contained  in  the  book  under  dis- 
cussion. 

It  may  appear  strange  to  many  that 
Dr.  Goldman  gives  so  much  space  to  a 
list  of  words  and  phrases  in  these 
Biblical  books.  We  must  remember, 
however,  that  the  Bible,  even  in  its 
English  translation,  is  unique  not  only 
as  a  source  book  of  the  early  history 
of  our  people,  or  of  the  ethics  and  re- 
ligion of  the  Jew,  but  also  as  a  work 
of  literature, — indeed  as  one  of  the 
greatest  literary  productions  of  all  the 
ages.  There  are  words  and  phrases  in 
these  books  that  have  become  classi- 
cal gems,  quoted  by  poets,  philosophers 
and  orators  in  all  languages.  In  cull- 
ing for  us  these  excerpts  Dr.  Goldman 
helps  to  give  the  reader  an  added  ap- 
preciation of  the  literary  value  of 
these  Biblical  books. 

In  the  brief  discussions  dealing  with 
the  authorship  and  the  history  of  each 
book,  Dr.  Goldman  presents  the  re- 
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suits  of  modern  scholarship  as  well  as 
the  views  of  the  traditional  commen- 
taries. He  does  not  hesitate,  however, 
to  point  out  the  errors  in  the  conclu- 
sions of  many  of  the  modern  critics, 
especially  of  those  which  "owed  their 
birth  much  more  to  anti-Jewish  pre- 
judice than  to  critical  scholarship." 

We  look  forward  to  the  appearance 
of  the  remaining  volumes,  especially 
of  those  which  will  deal  with  the  later 
literary  products  of  our  people,  so 
little  known  to  most  Jews  today.  The 
work  will  be  especially  useful  to 
junior  and  adult  study  proups,  eager 
to  become  more  familiar  with  Jewish 
literature  through  the  ages. 

OTHER  NEW  BOOKS 

Midot  Ha-Battim,  Commentary  on 
Mishnah  Midot,  by  Joseph  Doktoro- 
witz. 

THIS  is  a  unique  work  by  a  unique 
figure  in  Brooklyn  Jewry.  Mr. 
Doktorowitz,  one  of  the  older  Hebrew 
pedagogues,  now  teaching  in  the  Tip- 
hereth  Hagroh  Talmud  Torah  on 
Howard  Avenue,  is  known  not  only 
for  his  fine  learning  and  saintly  char- 
acter, but  also  because  of  an  ideal  that 
animated  his  whole  life,  the  populari- 
zation of  a  knowledge  of  the  Holy 
Temple  that  existed  in  Jerusalem. 

When  the  writer  of  these  lines  was  a 
young  child,  he  was  already  privileged 
to  see  a  model  of  the  Holy  Temple 
which  Mr.  Doktorowitz  made,  and 
which  he  then  exhibited  in  Philadel- 
phia. Hundreds  of  people  viewed  it 
and  marvelled  at  the  beauty  and  exact- 
ness of  the  miniature  Temple.  The 
model,  however,  was  destroyed  by  a 
fire  that  devastated  the  building  where 
it  was  exhibited.  Only  lately,  Mr.  Dok- 
torowitz completed  a  new  and  much 
improved  model,  which  he  hopes  soon 
to  exhibit  to  his  many  friends.  While 
working  on  this  model  he  had  to  make 
a  thorough  study  of  that  tractate  in 
the  Talmud  which  deals  with  the  des- 
cription and  the  measurements  of  the 
holy  buildings.  Mr.  Doktorowitz  has 


now  published  the  text  of  this  Mish- 
nah, together  with  two  commentaries, 
En  Yosef  and  Yad  Yoscf,  in  which  he 
displays  fine  scholarship  and  a  thor- 
ough mastery  of  this  entire  subject. 
As  an  appendix,  and  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  cannot  understand  the  He- 
brew, he  has  added  a  chapter  in  Yid- 
dish, describing  in  detail  the  buildings, 
the  courts,  gates  and  halls  of  the  holy 
Temple.  The  book  will  be  welcomed  by 
all  who  are  interested  in  the  history 
and  architectural  structure  of  the 
building  that  was  the  center  of  Israel's 
spiritual  life  for  so  many  centuries. 
*     *  * 

Tragedy  of  the  Ages  —  Anti-Seni- 
itisni,  tJie  Root,  Cause  and  Cure,  by 
Max  Hunterberg.  With  an  Introduc- 
tion by  Henry  Smith  Leifer,  Associa- 
tion Press,  N.  Y. 

AS  Mr.  Leifer,  the  Executive  Sec- 
retary of  the  Universal  Christian 
Council,  says  in  his  well-written  intro- 
duction :  "Active  anti-Semitism  was 
present  even  in  the  days  before  the 
war ;  but  its  advocates  were  beneath 
contempt  .  .  .  But,  unfortunately,  those 
who  know  what  is  going  on,  as  a  re- 
sult of  the  strains  and  stresses  set  up 
by  the  World  War  and  the  subsequent 
depression,  realize  that  such  a  book  is 
a  timely  one  just  now." 

From  the  titles  of  the  chapters  that 
mal<e  up  this  book,  one  can  get  a  fair 
idea  of  the  method  and  manner  the 
author  has  adopted  in  treating  this 
vital  subject:  "Origin  of  Christian 
Anti-Semitism,"  "Representative  Jew- 
ish Views  of  Jesus,"  "Misinterpreta- 
tion of  Judaism  and  the  Talmud," 
"Opinions  of  Great  Men  About  the 
Jews,"  "Hitlerism  Rooted  in  Religious 
Prejudice,"  "The  Aryan  Race  Myth," 
"Hitler's  Deadly  Propaganda,"  "The 
Crime  of  Silence,"  "Non  -  Jewish 
Views  of  Anti-Semitism." 

Mr.  Hunterberg  lays  too  much  stress 
upon  the  religious  roots  of  anti-Sem- 
itism, ignoring  the  more  intricate  eco- 
nomic causes  that  underlie  the  entire 
problem.  It  is  good,  however,  to 
{Continued  on  page  23) 
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HE  years  have  writ  their  story 
on  her  face, 

And  in  those  wrinkles  one  may 
read  a  life. 
In  those  old  smiling  eyes,  reflecting 
four 

Score  years  of  thinking,  doing,  seeing, 
and 

Already  looking  to  that  silent  shore 
Which  fades  into  the  reaches  of  eter- 
nity— 

In  those  tired  eyes  I  read  an  old,  old 
tale — 

The  tale  of  man,  since  when  the  first 

man  looked 
Into  his  heart  and  knew  that  he  was 

born 

For  tears  and  laughter.  Here,  inscribed 
upon 

The  parchment  of  a  skin,  are  love  and 
fear 

And    passion,    hate    and    hope,  the 

bounding  joy, 
The  heart-devouring  grief,  the  beauty 

and 

The  canker  of  it  all ;  the  heaving  vast 
Titanic  struggle  of  the  soul  against 
The  soul,  the  groping  upward  towards 
the  light, 

The  climbing,  pressing,  writhing  af- 
ter truth, 

The  reaching  for  the  things  we  cannot 
touch, 

All,  all,  all,  all — the  sad  heart-rending 
tale 

Twinkling  with  glimmerings  of  eternal 

light- 
All  writ  upon  the  remnants  of  a  face. 
Once  those  dim  kindly  eyes  were  lit 

with  bright 
Expectancy — the  future  all  a  thing 
Of  pulsing  hope,  an  Eldorado  paved 
With  golden  dreams.  Then  those  old 

arms  held  fast 
A   sweet,  dear  dream,  more  sweet, 

more  Hve  than  life, 
Clung  to  a  lover's  neck,  and  that  grey 

cheek 

Was   brightened  with   warm  kisses. 
Joyously 

The  years  slipped  by,  and  on  that 

seared  old  breast 
Slept  little  children,  beating  on  the 

heart 

Which  beat   for  them — and  all  the 

world  was  like 
A  garden  bearing  lovely  fruit.  And 

then 

More  years   slipped  by,   and  that 
smooth  skin  no  more 


Was  smooth.     Lo,  grief  took  up  its 

lodging  in 
Those  eyes.  Life  gave  and  took,  was 

kind  and  (.tuc!. 
One   moment   raised,   the   next  cast 

down, 

All    bitter-sweet,    like    to  a  twisted 
smile : 

And  that  old  form  looked  down  into 
a  grave, 

And  there  beheld  the  life  which  she 

had  borne 
With  pain  and  fed  with  passion ;  and 

then  came  home, 
And  vainly  listened  for  a  voice  which 

she 

Would  hear  no  more. 


O  flee  —  But  shepherds  do  not 
flee! 


Determined  tread  I've  been  taught  by 
my  herd. 

My  tongue  hath  not  learned  timidity. 
Like  a  heavy  axe — so  fallcth  my  word. 

If  my  strength  has  been  vain,  you  bear 

the  disgrace ; 
Aly  words  could  not  pierce  ears  deaf-  ■ 

ened  by  sin ; 
No  anvil  was  found  beneath  my  mace. 
And  my  axe  cleft  wood  that  rotted 

within. 

No  matter!  Naught  better  of  fate  I'll 
require, 

I'll  make  my  tools  to  my  girdle  fast. 


COMPANIONS  in  one  service. 
The  candle  and  the  star. 
Give  forth  their  separate  radiance. 
One  near,  the  other  far. 

One  has  the  world  for  background. 
The  other  a  table  spread 


And  so  the  bridge  of  life  is  crossed, 
which  leads 

From  eternity  to  dim  eternity. 

And  that  old  face  now  lights  with 
wistful  dreams 

Of  old,  old  days,  with  beating  mem- 
ories 

Of  faces  one  by  one  engulfed  beneath 
The    waves    of    time ;    and  bravely 

looks  upon 
The  shore  to  come,  yet  clings  to  that 

sweet  shore 
Whence  it  must  soon   embark.  Lo, 

here  the  corn 
Of  life  is  ripe,  and  trembles  in  the 

wind, 

And  waits  the  reaper's  stroke. 


And  like  a  hireling  without  his  hire 
Slowly  return  as  I  came  in  the  past. 

To  niy  home  and  its  vales  I'll  wend  my 
way. 

And  a  covenant  make  with  the  green 
sycamore ; 

And  you — like  all  rottenness  and  de- 
cay— 

On  the  wings  of  the  storm  will  de- 
sertward  soar ! 

*Amos  7,  12. — The  high  priest  warns 
.\mos,  prophet,  shepherd  and  syca- 
more-tender, that  he  must  flee  because 
he  has  accused  the  priesthood  of  cor- 
ruption. 


With  Sabbath  glow  of  silver, 
( )nce  precious  to  the  dead. 

Mayhap  the  star  is  lesser. 
Than  such  a  candle's  light,  , 
For  dear  ones  gathered  round  it 
On  many  a  festive  night. 


'  SEER,  GO  FLEE!" 

By  CHAIM  NACHMAN  BIALIK 
(Translated  by  Mordecai  H.  Lewittes) 


THE  CANDLE  AND  THE  STAR 

By  RABBI  HARRY  WEISS 
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WHY  LAZARE  CEASED  CHAMPIONING 
DREYFUS'  INNOCENCE 

His  Brother  and  French  Biographers  Forward  An  Explanation  to  the  "Review" 


By  MARK  SOLITERMAN 


THE  first  article  on  Bernard  Laz- 
are  was  already  in  print,  when 
the  editor  of  the  Review  sug- 
gested that  T  clarify  the  reasons  which 
determined  Bernard  Lazare  to  with- 
draw himself  from  the  fight  to  free 
Dreyfus  after  initiating  the  movement 
to  exonerate  him.  Neither  this  point, 
nor  Lazare's  scathing  criticism  of  the 
Jewish  bourgeoisie  could  be  explained 
from  the  available  material.  To  en- 
lighten himself  the  writer  consulted 
M.  Andre  Fontainas,  the  author  of  an 
authoritative  and  interesting  study  of 
Bernard  Lazare  in  the  new  edition  of 
Lazare's  work  on  anti-Semitism,  pub- 
lished by  Cres,  2  vol.  Paris  1934.  M. 
Fontainas  was  kind  enough  to  reply  in 
the  following  letter : 

.  .  .  "The  intimate  reasons  which 
seem.ingly  made  Bernard  Lazare  retire 
from  the  Dreyfus  case  are  by  no 
means  mysterious.  The  Dreyfus  case 
is  the  most  tragic  episode  of  the  fight 
waged  against  the  Jews.  When  Lazare 
intervened  and  assumed  the  direction 
of  the  case,  his  adversaries  claimed 
that  this  was  not  surprising:  a  Jew  de- 
fending a  Jew.  It  proved  that  the  cause 
could  not  find  any  other  defenders  but- 
Jews.  Then  Lazare  withdrew.  But 
knowing  thoroughly  the  secrets  and 
the  files  in  the  case,  which  had 
been  handed  over  to  him  by  Captain 
Dreyfus'  brother,  he  in  reality  did  di- 
rect everything,  though  inconspicuous- 
ly. He  informed  Dreyfus'  new  defend- 
ers, supplied  them  with  facts,  spurred 
them  on,  and  advised  them.  He  re- 
mained the  mainspring  of  the  defense. 
The  final  triumph  of  Dreyfus'  parti- 
sans (or  of  those  who  held  in  abhor- 
rence the  war  waged  against  the  Jews) 
is  entirely  due  to  his  perseverance,  to 
his  admirable  abnegation. 

"His  passionate  criticism  of  the  Jew- 
ish bourgeoisie  was  motivated  first  by 
his  profound  revolutionary  sentiments 
and  by  the  disgust  he  felt  in  seeing  the 
Jewish  bourgeoisie  fail  to  side  with 
Dreyfus,  and  to  steal  away  cowardly 
in  the  grave  hours  of  danger. 

"He  could  not  do  that,  he,  who  at 
that  moment  was  making  a  name  in 
literature,  who  had  the  courage  to 
make  sacrifices  for  what  he  considered 


his  duty.  He  lived  in  poverty  and  re- 
nunciation, thinking  only  of  the  jus- 
tice due  to  others  as  well  as  to  his 
race,  from  whom,  until  then  he  hiad 
been  quite  removed.  The  Jews  were 
in  his  eyes  good  or  bad  men,  like  all 
others,  neither  to  be  more  preferred 
nor  to  be  more  shunned.  It  was  the 
prejudice  directed  against  them  which 
led  him  to  consider  himself  a  Jew,  to 
declare  himself  a  Jew,  to  devote  him- 
.self  exclusively  to  their  defense  with- 
out disregarding,  alas,  the  wrongs  and 
cowardice  of  which  a  certain  class 
among  them  were  guilty. 

"That  is  all  I  know." 

Al.  Fontainas  also  referred  me  to  the 
brother  of  Bernard  Lazare,  Edmond 
Bernard.  (The  civil  name  of  Bernard 
Lazare  was  Lazare  Marius  Bernard). 
M.  Bernard  writes  as  follows: 

'T  don't  think  that  Mathieu  Dreyfus 
had  ever  asked  Lazare  to  withdraw 
himself  from  the  case.  Lazare  would 
not  have  consented  to  do  this,  because 
to  his  mind  the  case  merged  with  the 
defense  of  right  and  justice,  and  went 
beyond  even  the  personality  of  Alfred 
Dreyfus.  What  had  undoubtedly  hap- 
pened, although  I  have  no  recollection 
of  this,  is  that  Mathieu  Dreyfus  might 
have  suggested  Lazare's  retirement  be- 
cause Lazare  never  wanted  to  hear  of 
a  Dreyfus  pardon.  As  Peguy  states, 
Lazare  said  that  an  innocent  man  could 
not  be  pardoned,  and  that  Dreyfus  had 
to  be  acquitted  even  if  it  was  neces- 
sary for  him  to  appear  before  fifty 
courts  of  law. 

"Lazare  never  withdrew  himself 
from  the  case.  The  Dreyfusists,  as 
Peguy  calls  them,  estranged  themselves 
from  him.  They  did  not  pardon  him 
for  having  been  the  forerunner,  the 
unmanageable  defender  of  justice  and 
truth,  the  witness  of  their  failures,  of 
their  cowardice.  The  fear  of  a  man 
whom  nothing  could  stop  when  it  was 
a  matter  of  defending  liberty  and  jus- 
tice, had  closed  before  him  the  doors 
of  the  publishers'  offices  and  of  the 
editors  of  newspapers.  Besides  this,  at 
that  time  he  began  to  feel  the  attacks 


of  the  terrible  and  painful  malady 
which  carried  him  away  in  a  few 
months  and  which  he  had  undoubtedly 
contracted  in  the  countries  of  Central 
Europe  and  of  the  Orient  through 
which  he  travelled  in  order  to  study 
more  intimately  the  terrible  misery  of 
the  poor  Jews  there. 

"As  to  his  feelings  towards  the  Jew- 
ish bourgeoisie,  they  may  be  explained 
exclusively  by  the  contempt  which  he 
had  for  most  of  the  members  of  this 
group,  cowardly  and  voluntarily  for- 
getful of  their  origin,  indififerent  to 
justice,  full  of  snobbishness,  and  so 
eager  to  have  people  forget  that  they 
were  Jews.  He  stigmatized  them  in  his 
writings  and  in  the  Fumier  de  Job. 

"I  have  regretted  more  than  anyone 
that  I  have  not  collected,  as  you  de- 
sire it,  in  one  work  all  the  writings  of 
Lazare — his  articles,  letters,  lectures 
and  manuscripts.  It  would  have  been 
necessary  to  find  a  publisher  who  never 
presented  himself,  or,  for  want  of  a 
publisher,  to  assume  the  cost  of  publi- 
cation." 

Monsieur  Bernard  states  in  his  letter 
that  he  is  in  possession  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  Lazare's  manuscripts,  which 
remain  unpublished  because  of  lack  of 
funds. 

Finally  Monsieur  Baruch  Hagani 
was  also  consulted.  Monsieur  Hagani 
is  the  author  of  a  distinguished  bio- 
graphy of  Theodor  Herzl  and  of  an 
illuminating  study  of  the  Jews  in  the 
French  Revolution,  L' Emancipation 
juive.  Monsieur  Hagani  refers  to  his 
study  of  Bernard  Lasare  (1865-1903), 
Paris,  1919,  particularly  to  pages  28- 
29: 

"...  Yet,  the  opposition  that  he 
niet  from  his  colleagues  and  his  fellow 
citizens  was  nothing  compared  with 
that  from  his  coreligionists.  In  order 
to  enlighten  yourself  on  this  painful 
and  humiliating  point,  you  should  read 
the  fine  Histoirc  de  V Affaire  Dreyfus 
by  Joseph  Reinach,  and  especially  read 
over  again  the  admirable  pages  which 
Ch.  Peguy  dedicates  to  Bernard  Laz- 
(Coniinued  on  page  22) 
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JEWISH  EVENTS  REVIEWED 


By  LESTER  LYONS 


THE  sensational  and  extreme  anti- 
Semitic  policies  pursued  by  the 
governments  of  Germany  and 
l\iland  in  the  past  few  years  have 
tended  to  obscure  the  fact  that  Ru- 
mania has  also  long  been  noted  for  its 
ill-treatment  of  its  Jev/ish  population. 
Recent  developments  in  Rumania  in- 
dicate that  it  mav  be  onlv  by  a  mir- 
acle that  the  plight  of  the  1,000,000 
lews  in  that  land  will  not  soon  become 
as  pitiful  and  degraded  as  that  of  their 
brethren  in  Germany  and  Poland. 

The  Rumanian  government  is  now 
]n  the  hands  of  the  National  Christian 
Party,  whose  leader  is  Premier  Octa- 
vian  Goga.  Although  this  party  re- 
ceived only  9%  of  the  vote  in  the  re- 
cent national  election  and  is  in  general 
bitterly  opposed  by  the  green-shirt 
Iron  Guards,  which  represents  21% 
of  the  electoral  vote,  both  parties  arc 
strongly  fascistic  and  anti-Semitic, 
and  have  agreed  on  a  program  of  in- 
tensive anti-Jewish  measures.  Because 
of  intimidation  and  violence  the  Ru- 
manian Jews  were  unable  to  elect  a 
single  deputy  to  Parliament  in  the  past 
election. 

Measures  already  or  about  to  be 
adopted  by  the  Rumanian  government 
threaten  to  extinguish  Jewish  partici- 
pation in  economic  life.  The  principle 
adopted  by  the  government  is  that 
Tews  must  everywhere  be  displaced  in 
"favor  of  full-blooded  Rumanians.  The 
licenses  of  Jewish  inn-keepers  and  li- 
quor dealers  have  been  revoked,  and 
the  liquidation  of  their  businesses  has 
been  required.  Jewish  doctors  have 
been  forbidden  to  serve  on  health  in- 
surance boards,  and  demand  has  been 
made  by  the  Association  of  Hospital 
Internes  that  Jewish  doctors  be  ex- 
cluded from  governmental  employ- 
ment and  from  practicing  in  Christian 
hospitals,  and  that  a  mimcnis  clausus 
be  instituted  in  universities.  Jews  have 
been  forbidden  to  act  in  state-sub- 
sidized theatres  or  to  deal  in  various 
commodities,  including  salt  and  gaso- 
line. A  number  of  newspapers  pub- 
lished by  Jews  in  some  provinces  have 
been  suppressed.  Jewish  journalists 
have  been  deprived  of  railway  permits. 
Some  decrees  will  prohibit  Jews  from 
owning  land,  expropriate  the  present 
Jewish  ow'ners,  and  deprive  all  Jews 
who  were  naturalized  after  1920  of 
their  nationality.  In  the  future  at  least 


90%  of  the  employees  in  industrial  en- 
terprises must  be  Rumanian.  Jewish 
employees  of  the  Rumanian  Broadcast- 
ing Company  have  been  dsmissed,  and 
Jewish  firms  have  been  barred  from 
advertising  over  the  radio.  A  decree 
has  been  issued  which  forbids  a  Jew 
to  employ  a  non-Jewish  servant  under 
the  age  of  40  for  the  declared  rea- 
son "that  it  has  been  established  in 
many  cases  that  Jewish  employers  en- 
gage young  ilumanian  girl  servants 
with  the  intention  of  using  them  in 
the  white  slave  traffic." 

Premier  Goga  has  said  that  Ru- 
manian industry  would  "be  regrgan- 
ized  on  lines  similar  to  those  of  fasc- 
ist states,"  and  that  he  intended  "to 
clear  out"  all  Jews  in  Rumania. 

The  Iron  Guard,  ordered  b}'  its  lead- 
er Zdrelea  Codreanu  "to  fight  the  en- 
tire Jewish  economic  force,"  has  or- 
ganized a  "trade  battalion"  to  drive 
Jews  out  of  business.  For  that  pur- 
pose it  has  formed  a  chain  of  coop- 
erative general  stores  which  compete 
with  Jewish-owned  enterprises  by  sell- 
ing goods  at  cost  prices. 

The  act.'^  of  the  Rumanian  govern- 
ment against  the  Jews  are  in  flat  vio- 
lation of  its  obligations  under  the 
treaty  of  Versailles  (by  which  its  ter- 
ritory and  population  were  doubled), 
and  its  ])resent  Constitution,  adopted 
in  1923,  which  guarantee  protection 
to  the  civil  and  political  inter- 
ests of  minority  groups.  In  view  of 
this,  the  British  and  French  govern- 
ments have  called  the  attention  of  the 
Rumanian  government  "in  the  friend- 
liest manner"  to  their  interest  in  the 
observance  of  the  treaty.  Since  greater 
pressure  by  France  and  Great  Britain 
may  drive  Rumania  to  ally  itself  with 
Germany  and  Italy,  it  is  doubtful 
whether  any  eflfective  steps  will  be  tak- 
en by  them  to  insure  Rumania's  ob- 
servance of  its  obligations  toward  the 
Jews  and  other  minority  groups. 
*      *  * 

The  British  Government  has  issued 
a  White  Paper  expressing  a  new  po- 
licy toward  Palestine  which  may  even- 
tually result  in  the  scrapping  of  the 
plan  for  the  partition  of  Palestine. 
Contemplating  that  "for  some  time  to 
come  any  action  taken  will  be  only  of 
an    exploratorj-    nature,"  the  paper 


hi  lids  out  the  dreary  and  disturbing 
prospect  of  [perhaps  endless  delay  in 
the  solution  of  the  political  problems 
of  Palestine. 

The  paper  disclaims  that  the  govern- 
ment is  committed  to  the  parti- 
tion ])lan  previously  proposed  by  the 
Peel  Royal  Commission  and  an- 
nounces that  a  "technical  commission" 
will  be  appointed  to  "ascertain  facts 
and  consider  in  detail  the  practical 
possibilities  of  the  scheme  of  parti- 
tion." The  new  commission  will  have 
"full  liberty  to  suggest  modification" 
of  the  Peel  plan  "including  variation 
of  the  areas  recommended  for  reten- 
tion under  British  mandate,"  and  dif- 
ferent "boundaries  for  the  proposed 
Arab  and  Jewish  areas."  Numerous 
detailed  questions  bearing  on  all  as- 
pects of  the  partition  plan  are  assigned 
to  the  new  body  for  study.  If  its  in- 
vestigation will  result  in  a  schente  of 
partition  "regarded  as  equitable  and 
practicable"  by  the  British  government 
it  will  be  referred  to  the  Council  of 
the  League  of  Nations. 

The  White  Paper  has  been  severely 
criticized  on  all  sides.  Its  chief  ef- 
fect is  to  continue  the  political  uncer- 
tainty which  has  been  injuring  econo- 
mic activity  in  Palestine  and  reduc- 
ing that  country's  capacity  to  absorb 
more  immigrants. 

*      *  * 

The  situation  of  from  800  to  1000 
Jewish  immigrants,  as  well  as  that  of 
other  immigrants,  in  Brazil  is  being 
eased  by  the  temporary  suspension  of 
an  order  for  their  deportation  to 
Europe.  As  a  result  of  growing  Fasc- 
ist activity  in  Brazil,  investigation  dis- 
closed that  these  immigrants,  many  of 
whom  had  resided  and  carried  on  busi- 
ness in  that  country  for  several  years, 
were  illegally  there.  Many  of  them 
were  refugees  from  Germany  and  had 
stayed  beyond  the  period  allowed  by 
their  visas.  The  reasons  for  the  sus- 
I)ension  of  the  expulsion  order  are  said 
to  lie  consideration  for  their  plight  and 
a  desire  on  the  ])art  of  the  government 
to  manifest  to  the  world,  and  parti- 
cularly to  the  United  States,  that  al- 
though Brazil  is  now  a  corporative 
state  it  is  not  actuated  by  any  Nazi 
or  Fascist  ideology.  It  is  expected  that 
a  new  immigration  law  will  be  en- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 
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acted  which  will  give  special  consider- 
ation to  those  immigrants  affected  by 
the  order. 

This  action  by  the  government  is 
particularly  appropriate  at  this  time  in 
view  of  the  increasing  extension  of 
Nazi  activities  in  Brazil.  During  the 
past  three  years  the  number  of  Ger- 
mans there  has  increased  from  600,000 
to  850,000.  Most  of  them  are  under  the 
control  of  the  German  government. 

*  *  * 

In  celebration  of  the  50th  anniver- 
sary of  the  Yeshiva  and  the  Yeshiva 
College,  1000  delegates  of  Jewish  com- 
nmnities  attended  a  convention  here 
held  under  the  auspices  of  that  institu- 
tion. Governor  Frank  Murphy,  of 
Michigan,  warned  the  gathering  that 
anti-Semitic  forces  were  planning  to 
establish  special  Jewish  cities  or 
ghettos  in  this  country  and  to  oust 
Jews  from  schools  and  government 
positions.  He  asked  Jew  and  Christian 
to  unite  in  safeguarding  democracy, 
stating  that  the  fulfillment  of  demo- 
cracy was  their  common  goal.  Alben 
W.  Barkley,  majority  leader  in  the 
United  States  Senate,  lauded  the  Jews 
as  "the  racial  gulf  stream  to  warm  the 
shores  of  all  humanity  from  Moses  to 
our  present  day,"  and  urged  that  the 
people  of  this  country  be  alert  to  pre- 
vent the  growing  of  conditions  which 
contributed  to  the  loss  of  religious  and 
political  equality  in  other  countries. 

*  *  * 

The  Mexican  Congress  has  adopted 
a  bill  which  will  seriously  affect  the 
status  of  Jews  in  Mexico  and  restrict 
their  activities  there.  While  the  bill 
is  directed  against  aliens  generally  it  is 
expected  that  the  Jews  will  be  the  chief 
ones  to  suffer  from  its  consequences. 
The  bill  provides,  among  other  things, 
that  during  their  first  5  years'  resid- 
ence in  the  country  aliens  must  live  in 
special  places  assigned  by  the  govern- 
ment and  engage  only  in  occupations 
allowed  by  the  government ;  that  all 
enterprises  must  employ  at  least  90% 
native  Mexicans ;  that  no  new  business 
licenses  are  to  be  issued  to  aliens ;  and 
that  aliens  who  have  not  invested  20.- 
000  pesos  in  enterprises  within  a  year 
after  their  entry  into  the  country  are 
to  be  deported  and  their  possessions 
confiscated  for  workers'  cooperatives. 

The  Japanese  authorities  in  Ilarbin, 
China,  have  arrested  a  number  of  Jews 
on  suspicion  of  sympathizing  with  the 
Soviet  government.  The  authorities 
also  demanded  that  some  Jews  sign 


oaths  against  the  Soviet  government 
which  would  have  jeof>ardized  rela- 
tives residing  in  Russia. 

.\  Jewish  Brides'  Cooperative  has 
been  organized  in  Lithuania  for  the 
purpose  of  providing  dowries  for 
needy  Jewish  brides  in  that  country. 
\  member  who  is  about  to  get  married 
is  given  a  dowry  from  a  fund  created 
by  assessing  each  member  34  cents. 
Several  thousand  women  are  members 
of  the  cooperative.  The  organization 
has  aroused  such  favorable  interest 
that  non-Jewish  women  in  the  country 
are  planning  a  similar  body. 

Appointment  of  Jews  to  two  import- 
ant academe  posts  in  England  has  re- 
cently been  announced.  Arthur  Leh- 
man Goodhart,  a  nephew  of  Governor 
Lehman,  was  elected  Chairman  of  the 
law  faculty  of  Oxford  University. 
Born  in  this  country,  he  is  the  first 
foreigner  to  occupy  such  a  position, 
which  is  equivalent  to  dean  in  the 
United  States.  The  other  appointment 
is  of  Dr.  Hirsch  Lauterpacht  to  the 
professorship  of  International  Law  at 
Cambridge  University.     Dr.  Lauter- 

])acht  is  a  refugee  from  Germany. 

*  *  * 

The  importance  of  Hebrew  and  Yid- 
di.sh  in  modern  life  is  being  illustrated 
by  a  requirement  imposed  in  the 
French  government  service.  Persons  in 
that  country  studying  for  the  diploma- 
tic service  will  have  to  include  those 
languages  in  their  curriculum. 

*  *  * 

It  is  heartening  to  note  that  here  and 
there  in  Europe  observance  by  Jews 
of  the  tenets  of  their  religion  is  re- 
ceived sympathetically  by  the  authori- 
ties. Out  of  regard  for  the  religious 
.sensibilities  of  a  pious  Jew  who  is  a 
station-master  in  a  town  in  Czecho- 
slovakia, railway  and  governmental  of- 
ficials have  adjusted  the  operation  of 
the  railway  there  to  his  piety.  The  sta- 
tion run  by  this  Jew  will  be  closed, 
and  no  trains  will  stop  there,  on  Sat- 
urday. 

*      *  * 

In  Dublin,  the  Irish  Qiristian  Pro- 
tection Association,  a  secret  organiza- 
tion, recently  embarked  on  a  vicious 
boycott  campaign  against  the  Jews. 
This  organization,  however,  has  been 
severely  condemned  by  the  Dublin 
branch  of  Fianna  Fail,  the  government 
party,  which  has  demanded  its  imme- 
diate suppression.  In  a  resolution 
branding   the   association   illegal  the 


party  stated :  "The  people  of  Dublin 
have  always  been  the  most  tolerant 
people  and  we  call  upon  them  to  ig- 
nore the  scurrilous  propaganda  direct- 
ed against  the  Jewish  people  in  our 
midst."  The  activities  of  the  associa- 
tion are  already  being  investigated  by 

the  pohce  authorities. 

*  ♦  ♦ 

The  economic  restrictions  and  pro- 
hibitions imposed  by  the  German  gov- 
ernment against  the  Jews  have  been 
steadily  growing  worse  since  the  re- 
signation of  Dr.  Hjalmar  Schacht  as 
Minister  of  Economics.  While  he  was 
in  office,  Dr.  Schacht  espoused  a  po- 
licy of  the  development  of  foreign 
commerce  with  a  minimum  interfer- 
ence by  the  government,  and  according- 
ly, he  continually  opposed  drastic  mea- 
sures against  the  Jews  calculated  to 
disturb  the  economic  situation. 

Lately,  the  government  has  inten- 
sified its  drive  to  "Aryanize"  Jewish 
firms  and  curtail  Jewish  commercial 
activities.  Many  Jewish  butchers  in 
Berlin  and  Frankfort  have  been  ar- 
rested on  charges  of  violating  a  1933 
decree  which  forbids  kosher  slaughter- 
ing in  Germany.  Jewish  physicians 
have  been  excluded  from  serving  on 
social  insurance  boards.  A  decree  has 
been  issued  which  will  prevent  Jew- 
ish clothing  firms  from  being  estab- 
lished in  Berlin.  An  impending  mea- 
sure will  bar  Jewish-owned  stores 
from  first  class  streets.  Another  will 
j>rohibit  German  Jews  from  traveling 
abroad  except  in  the  most  urgent  cases 
and  unless  those  trips  benefit  German 
business. 

Because  these  measures  threaten  to 
annihilate  Jewish  business  activity  and 
make  the  Jewish  population  public 
charges,  the  Council  of  Reich  Repre- 
sentations of  Jews  in  Germany,  which 
speaks  for  the  Jewish  organizations  in 
that  country,  has  made  an  urgent  ap- 
peal to  the  government  against  the  con- 
tinuance of  its  curbs  on  Jewi.sh  econo- 
mic life. 

*  *  * 

The  Polish  government  has  present- 
ed to  the  Assembly  of  the  League  of 
Nati  ons  a  plan  in  furtherance  of  its 
avowed  policy  of  wholesale  evacuation 
of  its  Jewish  population.  The  proposal 
calls  for  the  establishing  of  an  interna- 
tional agency  to  finance  the  cost  of 
moving  100,000  Jews  from  Eastern 
and  Central  Europe  to  South  America. 
-A.dam  Rose,  the  Polish  delegate,  said 
that  the  cost  would  be  from  three  to 
five  hundred  million  Swiss  pesos. 
(Continued  on  page  18) 
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BROOKLYN  JEWISH  CENTER  ACTIVITIES 


JOHN  HAYNES  HOLMES  ON  "JEWS 
AND  CHRISTIANS  —  THEIR  COM- 
MON  STAKE  IN  A  TROUBLED 
WORLD" 

At  the  forum  on  Monday  evening, 
January  24th,  we  shall  be  privileged 
to  listen  to  an  address  by  the  famous 
liberal  preacher  and  orator,  Rev.  John 
Haynes  Holmes  of  the  Community 
Church.  The  lecture  will  begin  prompt- 
ly at  8 :30. 

Dr.  Holmes  will  speak  on  the  most 
interesting  subject,  "Jews  and  Chris- 
tians —  Their  Common  Stake  in  a 
Troubled  World."  This  will  be  the 
annual  visit  the  famous  liberal  preach- 
er is  making  at  our  Forum. 

We  want  to  advise  all  our  members 
to  please  come  early.  Admission  will 
be  free  to  members  of  the  Center.  A 
nominal  charge  of  25c  will  be  made  to 
all  others. 


AN  EVENING  OF  HUMOR,  SONG 
AND  MUSIC 

On  Sunday  evening,  January  30th, 
at  8:30  sharp,  the  second  Yiddish 
evening  of  this  season  will  be  devoted 
to  Humor,  Song  and  Music,  in  honor 
of  the  fiftieth  birthday  of  the  well- 
known  humorist,  Chaim  Gutman  (Der 
Lebediger  )  who  is  one  of  the  outstand- 
ing Yiddish  writers  in  the  country. 

Dr.  A.  Asen,  our  regular  chairman, 
will  introduce  the  chairman  of  the 
evening,  the  noted  literary  and  drama- 
tic critic.  Dr.  A.  Mukdoni.  "Der  Le- 
bediger" will  be  honored  by  the  fol- 
lowing guests  who  will  participate  in 
the  program :  the  lyric  poet,  Abraham 
Reisen,  Mr.  Jacob  Fishman,  editor  of 
the  Jewish  Morning  Journal,  Dr.  L. 
Fogelman,  president  of  the  J.  L.  Pe- 
retz  Verein,  Dr.  S.  Simon,  Mr.  Jacob 
Krepliak,  representing  the  Yiddish 
Pen  Club  of  America,  and  the  well- 
known  poet  Mani  Leib.  The  famous 
Jewish  actors  j\Iark  Schweid  and 
Jacob  Bergrin  will  read  from  the  hum- 
orous writings  of  "Der  Lebediger." 
The  musical  program  will  include  Mr. 
Isador  Savitt,  accompanied  on  the  pia- 
no by  his  daughter,  Lola  Savitt.  His 
program  will  consist  of  popular  oper- 
atic numbers  and  Yiddish  Folk  songs. 
Also  the  talented  'cellist  Dorothy  Sie- 
gel  accompanied  by  Esther  Elkins. 

Admission  will  be  free  to  members 
of  the  Center  as  well  as  non-membres. 


GOLDIE  MEYERSON  AT  OUR  FRIDAY 
NIGHT  SERVICES,  FEB.  4th 


Goldie  Meyerson 

At  our  late  Friday  evening  services 
on  February  4th,  the  speaker  will  be 
Goldie  Meyerson,  one  of  the  outstand- 
ing personalities  in  Palestine  life  to- 
day. Mrs.  Meyerson  has  just  com- 
pleted a  tour  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada  in  behalf  of  the  Histadruth  in- 
terests that  are  helping  to  build  the 
Tel  Aviv  Port  and  otherwise  to  make 
the  Mediterranean  Sea  an  adjunct  of 
Palestine. 

Goldie  Meyerson's  early  years  were 
spent  in  Milwaukee.  While  serving  as 
librarian  in  that  city,  she  was  sudden- 
ly impelled  to  "pull  up  stakes"  and 
settle  in  Eretz  Israel.  Her  vivid  per- 
sonality and  her  clear-thinking  gifts 
of  oratory  in  English,  Yiddish  and 
Hebrew,  soon  made  her  a  vital  factor 
in  the  councils  of  the  Federation  of 
Labor  in  Palestine,  which  contains 
more  than  a  hundred  and  ten  thou- 
sand members,  an  astonishing  number 
for  such  a  small  country.  When  the 
British  Royal  Commission  held  its  ses- 
sions in  Jerusalem  last  year,  one  of  the 
witnesses  who  made  an  extraordinarily 
fine  impression  was  Mrs.  Meyerson, 
who  testified  on  the  status  of  women's 
rights  in  Eretz  Israel. 

Shortly  after  her  talk  at  our  Cen- 
ter, Mrs.   Meyerson  will  return  to 


Palestine,  there  to  rejoin  her  husband, 
son  and  daughter. 

Mrs.  Meyerson's  topic  on  Friday 
night,  February  4th,  will  deal  with 
"Life  in  Palestine  at  the  Present 
Time." 


RABBI  LEVINTHAL  TO  PREACH  ON 
INTERESTING  THEME  THIS 
FRIDAY  NIGHT 

On  January  21st,  at  our  late  ser- 
vices which  will  begin  at  8 :30  o'clock. 
Rabbi  Levinthal  will  preach  on  the 
subject,  "The  First  Commandment — 
The  Essence  of  the  Jew's  Conception 
of  God."  The  sermon  will  deal  with 
an  interpretation  of  the  Jewish  God- 
Belief  that  should  be  of  vital  concern 
to  men  and  women  who  are  interested 
in  the  modern  problems  of  life. 

Rev.  Kantor  will  lead  in  the  congre- 
gational singing.  Members  and  their 
families  are  cordially  invited  to  at- 
tend. 


COURSE  LECTURES 

The  course  lectures  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  W.P.A.  Adult  Education 
Project  of  the  New  York  Board  of 
Education  are  given  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  evenings  of  the  week.  The 
class  in  Psychology  of  Personality 
Adjustment  meets  on  Tuesday  even- 
ings, and  Mr.  Kaplan's  class  in  Con- 
temporary English  literature  meets  on 
Wednesday  evenings. 


NEW  TERM   IN   AFTERNOON  HE- 
BREW SCHOOL  TO  START  FEB.  1st 

The  new  term  in  our  afternoon  He- 
brew School  both  in  the  five  day  a 
week  and  in  the  three  day  a  week  di- 
visions will  begin  on  February  1st. 
Members  who  have  children,  sons  and 
daughters,  of  school  age  who  are  not 
receiving  Hebrew  instruction,  are 
urged  to  enroll  these  children  at  once 
as  students  in  our  school.  Children  of 
non-members  as  well  as  members  are 
made  welcome  in  the  school. 

The  parents  are  urged  not  to  delay 
registration  so  that  their  children  will 
have  the  full  advantage  of  the  term's 
work  from  the  very  beginning  of  Feb. 
1st. 
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APPLICATIONS  FOR  MEMBERSHIP 


The  following  have  applied  for  mem- 
bership in  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center: 

Bogdonoff,  Dr.  M.  M. 
Dentist  Married 
Res.  275  Linden  Blvd. 
Bus.  1  Nevins  St. 
Proposed  by  Abraham  Ginsburg 

Davis,  Jerome 

Retail  shoes  Married 
Res.  370  New  York  Ave. 
Bus.  1480  Bedford  Ave. 
Proposed  by  Dr.  Joseph  Horowitz 

Hinkis,  Miss  Anne 

Res.  186  Penn  St. 
Kauft'man,  Mrs.  May 

Res.  686  Eastern  Parkway 

Proposed  by  Mrs.  Chas.  Fine 
Kolbert,  Stanley 

Motion  Pictures  Married 

Res.  50  Kenmore  PI. 

Bus.  16  Court  St. 

Proposed  by  Samuel  Strausberg 
Lieberman,  A.  Joseph 

Salesman  Unmarried 

Res.  605  Montgomery  St. 

Bus.  Newark,  N.  J. 

Proposed  by  A.  Lieberman 
Rosenbloom,  Miss  Rose 

Res.  1321  Union  St. 

Proposed  by  Frances  Greenstein 
and  Barnett  J.  Greenstein 
Roslofsky,  David 

Groceries  Unmarried 

Res.  1519  Lincoln  PI. 

Bus.  321  Albany  Ave. 

Proposed  by  Samuel  Inkeles 
Shipper,  Isidor 

Feathers  Married 

Res.  700  Crown  St. 

Bus.  119  N.  11th  St. 

Proposed  by  Max  H.  Levine 
Westerman,  Howard 

Unmarried 

Res.  296  Crown  St. 

Bus.  Macy's  -  34th  St. 


CENTER  LIBRARY 

The  library  of  the  Center  is  now 
circulating  books  of  Jewish  interest  in 
Hebrew,  English  and  Yiddish.  Mem- 
Ijers  of  the  Center  and  their  friends 
who  are  interested  in  obtaining  books 
for  home  reading  are  requested  to 
please  see  our  librarian  Dr.  Rabino- 
witz,  who  is  at  the  library  on  Mon- 
days, Tuesdays,  Wednesdays,  and 
Thursdays  from  3:30  P.M.  to  9:30 
P.M.  and  on  Sundays  from  10:30 
A.  M.  to  3:30  P.  M. 


NEXT  MONTHLY  PROGRAM  MEET- 
ING  OF  SISTERHOOD  ON  MON. 
EVENING.  FEB.  14th 

The  women  of  the  Sisterhood  are 
asked  to  reserve  the  second  Monday 
afternoon  in  every  month  for  the  pro- 
gram meeting  of  their  organization. 
The  next  meeting  will  be  held  on  Mon- 
day afternoon,  February  14th,  at  10:30 
o'clock.  A  fine  literary  program  has 
been  arranged.  A  book  review  dealing 
with  Ludwig  Lewisohn's  recent  pub- 
lished work  will  be  given  by  Mrs. 
Louis  N.  Jafte.  Other  numbers  also 
are  being  arranged  by  the  Cultural 
Committee  of  which  Mrs.  I.  H.  Lev- 
inthal  is  chairman. 

The  newly  elected  officers  of  the 
Sisterhood  were  formally  installed  at 
a  well  attended  meeting  which  took 
place  on  January  10th.  Mrs.  I.  Wiener, 
secretary,  presented  the  report  of  the 
activities  in  the  past  year,  and  Mrs. 
Emily  Rosenstein  delivered  an  address 
on  Jewish  life  in  Eastern  Europe. 
Rabbi  Levinthal  formally  installed  the 
following  officers : 

President    Mrs.  A.  Witty 

1st  Vice  Pres  Mrs.  I.  Lowenfeld 

2nd  Vice  Pres  Mrs.  M.  Bernhardt 

3rd  Vice  Pres  Mrs.  Wm.  L  Siegel 

Treasurer  Mrs.  Hyman  Rachmil 

Secretary    Mrs.  I.  Wiener 


SISTERHOOD  BOARD  MEETING 
JANUARY  27th 

The  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Sis- 
terhood will  hold  an  important  meet- 
ing on  Thursday  afternoon,  January 
27th,  at  1  :30  o'clock.  All  members  of 
the  Board  are  cordially  invited  to  at- 
tend. 


SABBATH  SERVICES 

Kindling  of  candles  at  4 :45  P.  M. 

Friday  evening  services  at  4 :40. 
Sabbath  morning  services,  Parsha 
Yisro,  will  commence  at  8:45  o'clock. 

Class  in  Ein  Yaakov  under  the  lead- 
ership of  Mr.  Benjamin  Hirsh  at  3  :45 
P.  M. 

Mincha  services  at  4:40. 


DAILY  SERVICES 

I  services  at  7:00 

Mincha  services  at  4:40  o'clock. 


Morning  services  at  7:00  and  8:00 
o'clock. 


The  50th 
Birthday 
Anniversary 


oi 


Rabbi  ISRAEL  H. 
LEVINTHAL 


Will  Be  Celebrated 
at  the  Center 

Sunday  Evening 
February  13th 


Subscription — $5.00  Per  Person 


Mail  in  Your  Reservations  Now! 
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TO  THE  MEMBERS  OF  THE  CENTER: 

-Mv  altention  has  been  called  to  the 
fact  that  despite  the  "No  Tipping" 
signs  displayed  in  the  Bath  Depart- 
ment, members  persist  in  oftering 
gratuities  to  our  employees  for  ser- 
vices rendered. 

The  Physical  Training  Committee  is 
most  eager  to  strictly  enforce  this  rule 
in  order  that  no  preference  shall  be 
shown  by  our  employees  to  members 
who  persist  in  offering  monetary  re- 
wards to  the  detriment  of  other  mem- 
bers who,  in  their  desire  to  live  up  to 
the  rules  of  the  institution,  fail  to  com- 
pensate employees  for  services  ren- 
dered in  line  with  their  duties. 

I  appeal  to  Center  members  to  help 
us  enforce  the  "No  Tipping"  rule  in 
their  own  interests  and  in  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  institution. 

DAVID  B.  KAMINSKY, 
Chairtuan  Pliysical  Training  Com. 


E.  P.  ZIONIST  DISTRICT  ELECTS 
NEW  OFFICERS 

At  the  meeting  of  the  E.  P.  Zionist 
District  No.  14  held  at  the  Center  on 
Monday  evening,  January  17th,  the 
following  officers  were  elected  for  the 
year  1938:  Rabbi  Israel  H.  Levinthal, 
Honorary  President ;  Hon.  William  I. 
Siegel,  President ;  Maurice  Bernhardt, 
Joseph  Goldberg,  Albert  J.  Silberman 
and  Morris  Weinberg,  Vice-Presi- 
dents Jacob  A.  Fortunoff ,  Treasurer ; 
Frank  Schaeffer,  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary, and  Morris  Bucholtz,  Record- 
ing Secretary. 


YOUNG  FOLKS  LEAGUE  EXECUTIVE 
BOARD  MEETING  JAN.  24th 

The  Executive  Board  of  the  Young 
Folks  League  of  the  Center  will  meet 
on  Monday  evening,  January  24th. 
Matters  of  importance  will  be  dis- 
cussed. 


CLUB  NEWS 

Extensive  cultural  plans  were  made 
by  the  various  clubs  for  the  coming 
season.  The  Junior  League  was  ad- 
dressed on  January  6th  by  Lester 
Lyons  on  Jewish  Current  Events. 
The  Center  Club  included  in  its  acti- 
vities a  panel  discusion  on  the  Ludlow 
Referendum.  Two  excellent  issues  of 
the  Center  Club  bulletin  have  already 
appeared  this  month.  The  Maccabees 
and  Vivalets  held  joint  meetings,  one 
of  which  was  devoted  to  a  debate  on 
the  Japanese  Boycott. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

Hearty  congratulations  and  best 
wishes  are  extended  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Charles  Perman  of  12  Crown  Street 
upon  the  celebration  of  their  Golden 
\Vedding  Anniversary  at  the  Center 
on  Sunday  evening,  January  16th. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  Ratner  of  1599 
Carroll  Street,  upon  the  engagement 
of  their  daughter,  Pearl  to  Mr.  Louis 
Seldon,  son  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.  Sel- 
don,  of  1510  Carroll  Street. 

Mr.  Meyer  Chizner  of  1347  Eastern 
Parkway  upon  the  marriage  of  his 
daughter,  Jennie  to  Mr.  Leon  Rifkin, 
on  Januarv  16th. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Philip  Amin  of  1703 
Union  St.,  upon  the  birth  of  a  daugh- 
ter, Liebe,  on  January  13th. 


CENTER  RESTAURANT 

The  restaurant  of  the  Center  is 
open  for  members  and  their  guests 
every  Sunday  from  12  noon  to  5  P.M. 
Excellent  full  course  dinners  are 
served  at  $1.25  per  person;  also  a  la 
carte.  Members  of  the  Center  are  in- 
vited to  have  their  Sunday  meals  in 
our  Restaurant. 


The 

Center  Players 

present 

"BILL  OF 
DIVORCEMENT" 

Directed  by  Phil  Gross 


Sunday  Evening 
January  30th 


Dancing  Will  Follow  the  Production 

Admission  —  50  Cents 


LUD  WIG 
LE  WISOHN 


Famous  Writer  and  Literary  Critic, 

Author  of  "Upstream,"  "Israel," 
"The  Island  Within,"  "Trumpet  of 
Jubilee,"  etc. 

will  speak  on 

THE  MORAL  DILEMMA 
OF 

LIBERAUSM 

MONDAY.  JANUARY  3l8t 

at  8:15  P.  M. 


The  lecture  will  be  held  in  the 
synagogue 

Reserved  Seats  Now  on  Sale 

Main  Floor  —  25c  to  Center  Members 
50c  to  Non-Members 

Balcony     —     25c  to  All 
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The  Pride 
That  Enobles 


•pjRIDE  is  not  always  laud- 
able.  But  pride  in  the  Brook- 
lyn Jewish  Center  is  worthy,  be- 
cause it  is  a  beautiful  institu- 
tion—beautiful physically  and 
beautiful  in  its  spiritual  influ- 
ence. 

Communicate  this  pride  to 
those  who  do  not  yet  know  the 
Center,  so  that  we  may  add 
them  to  our  membership. 


JEWISH  EVENTS  IN  REVIEW 

{Continued  from  page  14) 
A  number  of  important  and  inter- 
esting papers  on  historical  subjects 
concerned  with  Jews  and  Jewish  mat- 
ters were  read  at  the  41st  annual  meet- 
ing in  Philadelphia  of  the  American 
Jewish  Historical  Society.  The  contri- 
butors included  Dr.  A.  S.  W.  Rosen- 
bach,  President  of  the  Society  and  a 
noted  bibliophile,  who  spoke  on  the 
Federal  Constitution,  Dr.  David  de 
Sola  Pool,  Rabbi  of  the  Spanish  and 
Portuguese  Synagogue  of  this  City, 
who  dwelt  on  the  life  of  Rabbi  Ger- 
shom  Mendes  Seixas,  and  Miss  Helen 
H.  Levinthal,  daughter  of  Rabbi  Lev- 
inthal  of  the  Brooklyn  Jewish  Center, 
who  discussed  the  development  and  in- 
fluence of  the  Jewish  fraternal  order 

in  this  country. 

*  *  * 

Jewish  immigration  to  Australia  will 
be  greatly  restricted  as  a  result  of  a 
new  regulation  issued  by  the  govern- 
ment. The  Jewish  Welfare  Society, 
which  attends  to  Jewish  immigrants, 
was  informed  by  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  that  in  the  future  an  im- 
migrant must  have  a  certificate  from 
a  prospective  employer  guaranteeing 
that  the  job  offered  to  him  will  not 
deprive  a  native  Australian  of  work. 
This  regulation  supplements  a  previ- 
ous requirement  that  each  immigrant 
must  have  $250  and  a  guarantee  from 
the  Society  that  he  will  not  become 

a  public  charge. 

*  *  * 

In  a  current  issue  of  Wisdom,  a  per- 
iodical published  by  the  Paulist  Fath- 
ers of  New  York,  disavowal  is  made 


BASKETBALL  GAME 

Wednesday  Evening 
January  26th 


B.  J.  C.  vs.  OHRBACH'S 


Y.F.L.   Invitation  Dance  Following 
the  Game 

Admission  —  50  Cents 


by  a  Catholic  priest  that  Communism 
is  a  Jewish  movement,  and  Catholics 
are  besought  to  wipe  out  anti-Semit- 
ism. Declaring  that  the  theories  of 
Communism  "have  nothing  in  com- 
mon with  Judaism,"  Dr.  Joseph  N. 
Moody,  of  the  Faculty  of  Cathedral 
Collage,  further  declared:  "What  a 
splendid  thing  it  would  be  if  Catholics 
were  to  take  the  leadership  in  the  era- 
dication of  a  vicious  and  anti-Christian 
racialism  which  daily  assumes  more 
alarming  proportions." 
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investment  has  been  materially  lessen- 
ed because  of  the  uncertainty  created 
by  the  Peel  report  and  this  tendency 
will  almost  unquestionably  be  contin- 
ued and  perhaps  accelerated  by  the 
new  delay.  Added  to  this  is  the  violent 
and  vile  curtailment  ol  immigration 
quotas.  So  also  the  interim  will  be 
utilized  by  the  adherents  of  the  Mufti 
to  concoct  fresh  plots  and  new  terrors 
in  exercise  of  these  plots.  Worst  of  all 
perhaps,  will  be  the  fact  that  in  the 
meanwhile  the  hot  hates  of  Jewish  ex- 
tremists will  themselves  muddy  the 
stream  of  discussion  among  Jews  con- 
cerning the  merits  or  demerits  of  par- 
tition and  Jewish  statehood,  and  fur- 
ther evoke  the  already  bitter  enmity 
created  by  the  Peel  report.  All  in  all, 
the  prospect  is  not  an  inviting  one. 

However,  it  behooves  us  to  find  com- 
fort where  we  may.  Nor  is  this  any 
Pollyana  optimism.  A  realistic  accept- 
ance of  fact  is,  or  certainly  should  be, 
the  basis  of  Jewish  activity  with  re- 
spect to  the  political  aspects  of  Zion- 
ism We  must  realize  that  the  prin- 
ciples of  equality  and  justice,  and  the 
just  obligation  of  the  contract  inher- 
ent in  the  Mandate,  are  not  the  only 
factors  which  will  eventually  crysta  - 
lize  Great  Britain's  technique  in  Pal- 
estine. Either  out  of  the  corner  of  its 
imperial  eye  or  fully  in  the  sight  of 
all  the  world.  Great  Britain  will  con- 
sider Mussolini,  the  Mediterranean  sit- 
uation, the  Rome-Berlin  axis,  Pan- 
Arabic  sentiment,  and  every  other  fac- 
tor in  the  international  scene.  Our 
strength  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  events 
of  the  last  few  months  have  more  and 
more  tended  to  demonstrate  that  even 
with  these  international  factors  in  op- 
eration, the  real  interests  of  the  Bri- 
tish Empire  lie  with  the  Jews  in  Pales- 
tine as  opposed  to  the  facile  gymnas- 
tics of  a  diplomacy  which  accommo- 
dates itself  to  the  contortions  of  the 
moment. 

More  and  more,  we  believe,  the  Bri- 
tish people  and  even  the  seemingly 
myopic  British  Government  are  com- 
ing to  realize  the  true  anti-British  na- 
ture of  Arab  purposes  and  the  real  re- 
lationship between  Arab  agitation  and 
fascistic  encouragement  thereof.  It 
does  not  seem  possible  that  statesmen 
can  forever  ignore  the  patent  fact  that 
a  loyal  Jewish  community  in  Palestine, 
whether  it  be  a  dominion,  a  colony,  a 
mandated  territory,  or  a  state,  will 


constitute  for  Great  Britain  a  far 
greater  source  of  strength  in  the  Near 
East  than  it  could  ever  hope  to  have 
among  the  quarrelsome,  politically  un- 
developed and  primitive  Arab  peoples. 
Sooner  or  later  —  better  sooner  than 
late — the  counsels  of  cowardice  which 
in  relation  to  the  Arabs  have  formed 
the  basis  of  the  British  policy  must 
give  way  to  a  pragmatic  realization  of 
actual  values. 

It  is  in  this  hope  that  the  value  of 
the  White  Paper  to  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple lies.  That  document  now  offers  a 
locus  pcnitcntiae  to  a  government 
which  through  thoughtless  haste  has 
gotten  itself  into  an  untenable  posi- 
tion, condemned  by  all  interested  par- 
ties and  by  the  disinterested  opinion 
of  the  responsible  liberal  world.  More 
accurate  investigation,  maturer  consid- 
eration, more  careful  deliberation;  all 
these  should  and  quite  probably  will 
convince  the  British  Government  that 
the  evidence  of  twenty  years  of  pro- 
gress and  loyal  cooperation  on  the  part 
of  the  Jews  not  only  makes  them  de- 
serving in  point  of  equity  of  British 
justice,  but  that  even  from  a  more 
calculating  point  of  view.  Great  Bri- 
tain can  combine  self-interest  with  jus- 
tice and  without  fear  of  reproach.  We 
may  yet  see  an  example  of  the  power 
of  liberal  opinion  and  witness  a  shift 
in  the  British  policy  which  will  make 
the  pains  of  the  coming  months  worth 
while. 

— W.  I.  S. 
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the  elements  of  which  its  population 
would  be  formed,  it  had  by  no  means 
been  shown  that  the  Jewish  State 
would  be  capable  of  governing  itself 
at  once,  because  of  the  considerable 
difficulties  that  it  would  have  to  sur- 
mount at  the  outset. 

It  appeared  from  what  the  accredit- 
ed representative  had  said  that  the  ex- 
isting mandatory  regime  was  doomed ; 
but  it  was  also  clear  that  the  solution 
proposed  by  the  mandatory  Power  in 
place  of  the  mandate  could  by  no 
means  be  regarded  with  certainty  as 
capable  of  being  put  into  practical  ef- 
fect. In  that  respect,  matters  were  still 
purely  hypothetical.  Thus,  the  plan 
outlined  by  the  mandatory  Power 
could  only  leave  an  impression  of  per- 
plexity. 

In  order  to  prevent  misunderstand- 
ing, the  Chairman  said  that  the  ob- 
servations he  had  made  represented 
his  own  personal  opinion.  He  had  not 
spoken  on  behalf  of  the  Commission, 
and  he  did  not  know  what  the  views 
of  his  colleagues  were. 

Mr.  Ormsby-Gore  said  that  certain- 
ty was  not  possible  in  connection  with 
any  great  political  change.  It  was  the 
duty  of  statesmen,  as  distinct  from  ad- 
ministrators, to  make  changes  in  ad- 
ministrative systems,  where  desirable 
change  was  indicated.  One  could  work 
only  on  probabilities  and  possibilities. 
He  fully  realized  that  with  a  document 
such  as  the  mandate,  there  was  some 
firm  ground,  and  that  the  open,  un- 
charted sea  which  he  had  ventured  to 
suggest  should  be  charted  and  ex- 
plored, could  not,  especially  under  pre- 
sent circumstances,  be  a  terra  firma 
like  the  mandate,  if  that  could  any 
longer  be  regarded  as  a  terra  firma. 

One  word  about  the  Chairman's 
doubts  concerning  the  Jews.  The  j\Ian- 
dates  Commission  had  already  heard 
some  remarks  about  the  Va'ad  Leumi 
and  the  work  of  the  Jewish  Agency 
in  Palestine.  He  thought  Mr.  Hall 
would  bear  him  out  that  those  bodies 
had  shown  remarkable  administrative 
capacity.  It  might  be  that  some  of  the 
Jewish  refugees  recently  come  from 
Eastern  Europe  had  not  had  the  op- 
portunities in  their  recent  past  for 
developing  the  arlts  of  government; 


but  the  Mandates  Commission  knew 
the  Jews  as  well  as  he  did,  and  it  was 
to  his  mind  inconceivable  that  the  Jews 
should  be  incapable  of  running  an  ad- 
ministration or  a  government.  They 
would  have  their  internal  frictions, 
their  parties.  They  were  tremendous 
people  for  making  speeches  and  for 
engaging  in  propaganda  and  the  like: 
but  that,  when  they  had  a  State  to  run 
which  realized  their  dream  of  cen- 
turies, they  would  fail  in  running  it, 
he  had  no  reason  to  suppose.  That  they 
had  men  already  in  Palestine  of  great 
capacity  he  had  no  doubt. 

The  Arab  world  was  a  difficult 
world.  The  Arabs  were  a  difficult  peo- 
ple. Both  the  Jews  and  the  Arabs  were 
two  very  difficult  peoples  for  anybody 
else  to  govern.  The  Turks  had  not 
found  them  easy.  They  were  not  very 
easy  for  anybody,  even  of  their  own 
kind,  to  govern.  That  there  would  be 
no  more  difficulties,  Mr.  Ormsby-Gore 
did  not,  of  course,  pretend.  That 
would  be  ultra-optimistic  indeed !  All 
his  Government  said  was  that  it  had 
tried  and  done  its  best  under  the  man- 
date, and  what  were  the  results?  The 
Jews  bitterly  complained  of  the  man- 
datory Power,  in  season  and  out  nf 
season,  not  merely  in  the  previous  year 
but  in  every  year.  Whatever  the  com- 
position of  the  United  Kingdom  Gov- 
ernment or  of  the  Administration  in 
Palestine,  the  record  was  one  of  un- 
ending complaint  on  the  part  of  the 
Jews,  while  on  the  part  of  the  Arabs 
it  was  a  case  of  gradually  but  steadily 
increasing  hostility  from  the  very  be- 
ginning, culminating  in  the  events  of 
the  previous  year. 

The  idea  that  it  would  be  open  to 
the  United  Kingdom  or  any  other 
Power  to  carry  on  the  existing  man- 
date was  an  idea  in  which  he  hoped 
the  Alandates  Commission  would  not 
take  refuge.  He  said  frankly,  not 
speaking  for  hiinself  but  speaking  on 
behalf  of  the  United  Kingdom  Gov- 
ernment, that  the  prospects  of  carry- 
ing on  indefinitely  on  the  terms  of  the 
existing  mandate  seemed  to  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  be  a  commit- 
ment involving  repression,  involving 
continual  friction  and  hostility  be- 
tween each  of  the  two  races  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  Administration  on  the 


others  as  well  as  between  the  two  races 
themselves,  in  a  manner  which  could 
not  inure  to  the  advantage  of  any  one 
of  the  three  parties  concerned — or,  for 
that  matter,  to  the  credit  of  the  man- 
date system  or  of  the  League  itself. 

Mr.  Ormsby-Gore  was  satisfied  that 
a  new  solution — a  political  solution,  as 
he  had  described  it — of  the  problem  of 
Palestine  must  be  explored  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  future  peace  of  Palestine 
and,  further,  in  the  wider  interest  of 
the  future  relations  between  the  Jews 
and  the  world  of  Islam,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  suffering  Jews  in  Europe  as 
well  as  for  the  benefit  of  the  peace  of 
the  world.  It  was  in  the  light  of  these 
broad  political  considerations  that  he 
came  before  the  Mandates  Commis- 
sion, not  as  an  administrator,  but  quite 
frankly  as  a  politician,  to  say  that,  in 
his  'Opinion,  and  ,in  the  opinion  of 
His  Majesty's  Government  in  the 
United  Kingdom,  it  was  essential  that 
a  solution  of  what  they  regarded  quite 
definitely  as  a  deadlock  should  be  ex- 
plored. 
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in  spite  of  all  efforts  Jewish  educa- 
tion is  driven  back  to  a  perfunctory 
knowledge  of  Jewish  religion  and  his- 
tory. In  Palestine,  where  the  Jewish 
school  embraces  all  that  a  child  needs 
for  his  education,  a  Hebrew  literature 
for  children  is  naturally  growing.  Nei- 
ther is  it  possible  to  assume  that  our 
modem  Jewish  masses  can  take  to  the 
heroic  "highwayman,  adventurer  and 
rogue."  Such  characters  are  extremely 
alien  to  the  Jewish  masses.  What  really 
has  caught  the  fancy  of  the  Jewish 
masses  is  the  tsadik,  the  righteous 
man,  who  by  his  saintliness  can  per- 
form miracles  for  the  redemption  of 
the  oppressed.  There  is  nothing  to  re- 
gret about  a  liking  for  such  heroes. 

Nor  can  one  see  justice  in  the  re- 
proach that  Jewish  historiographers 
unnecessarily  beautify  the  history  of 
the  Jews.  History  is  not  an  objective 
science  and  a  Jewish  historian  cannot 
escape  his  feelngs,  which  may  be  right 
or  wrong.  We  cannot  say  that  idealiza- 
tion of  history  is  specifically  a  Jewish 
trait. 

The  history  of  the  Jews  is  a  peculiar 
one.  The  Jews  do  not  control  the  life 
of  the  Jewish  people,  not  all  the  phases 
of  Jewish  life  are  Jewish,  and  all  the 
Jews  whom  history  remembers  do  not 
belong  to  the  history  of  the  Jews.  We 
are  Jewish  to  the  extent  that  we  resist 
extinction  and  endeavor  to  live  as 
Jews.  We  are  able  to  express  our  Jew- 
ish individuality  only  in  a  very  small 
part  of  our  life:  religious,  communal, 
spiritual,  ethical  and  perhaps  psycholo- 
gical. Our  economic,  military,  diplo^ 
matic,  political,  legal,  international  and 
all  other  phases  of  the  total  life  of  a 
people  are  not  Jewish,  but  that  of  the 
majorities  which  control  it.  These 
phases  of  life  become  Jewish  only 
when  the  majorities  exclude  us  from 
them  legally  or  practically.  Then  they 
becomes  part  of  our  problem  of  exist- 
ence and  Jewish  history  must  deal  with 
them.  It  sounds  paradoxical  that  only 
through  our  woes  do  these  activities 
become  Jewish,  but  that  is  the  pecu- 
liarity of  the  Jewish  fate.  The  German 
diplomacy  is  no  subject  for  the  history 
of  the  Jews,  but  since  every  German 
diplomatic  agent  has  become  a  Jew- 
baiter  and  inspirer  of  pogroms  the 
German  diplomacy  has  become  part  of 
the  history  of  the  Jews. 

The  same  can  be  said  about  the 
other  phases  of  our  life  among  the 


Gentile  peoples,  and  about  individual 
Jews.  Those  Jews  belong  to  the  his- 
tory of  the  Jewish  people  who  live, 
act  and  struggle  as  Jews,  who  are  the 
product  of  Jewish  social  and  com- 
munal life,  and  who  have  impressed 
this  life,  for  good  or  evil,  so  as  to  re- 
main in  the  memory  of  the  future  Jew- 
ish generations  and  add  to  the  Jew- 
ish heritage.  Men,  Jewish  by  birth 
only,  who  are  not  products  of  Jewish 
life,  whose  lives  and  activities  are  de- 
dicated to  other  people,  whose  aims 
are  not  Jewish  and  not  inspired  by  the 
Jewish  heritage,  have  no  place  in  the 
history  of  the  Jews.  They  are  as  little 
Jewish  as  Washington  and  Lincoln  are 
English  and  the  Roosevelts  Dutch.  To 
include  men  of  the  kind  Dr.  Heymann 
describes  so  attractively  only  because 
they  are  partially  or  totally  of  Jewish 
descent  means  to  make  the  history  of 
the   Jews   a   biographical  dictionary. 

THE  REASON  FOR  THE  GOGA 

a  statement.  At  a  time  when  the 
United  States  Christians,  both  Catho- 
lic and  Protestant,  are  working  to- 
gether with  Jews  in  such  organizations 
as  the  "National  Conference  of  Jews 
and  Christians"  toward  better  under- 
standing and  cooperation,  such  a  de- 
claration stands  out  in  sinister  delinea- 
tion. While  the  hands  of  the  Christian 
church  in  America  are  by  no  means 
clean  in  respect  to  anti-Semitism,  our 
recognized  leaders  have  not  as  yet  been 
guilty  of  any  sinister  denunciation  of 
our  Jewish  brothers,  and  we  pray  that 
no  one  of  them  may  ever  bring  that 
guilt  upon  the  religion  they  represent. 

LAZARE  AND  DREYFUS 

are  in  Notre  Jeunesse. 

"The  politicians,  the  rabbis,  the  com- 
munities of  Israel,  during  centuries 
and  centuries  of  persecution  and  trials, 
had  formed  the  habit  only  too  strong- 
ly of  sacrificing  members  of  their  own 
race  for  the  sake  of  political  peace,  for 
the  peace  of  kings,  of  the  great,  of 
the  debtors,  of  the  populace,  of  the 
princes,  of  the  anti-Semites.  They  ask- 
ed only  to  be  allowed  to  continue. 
They  asked  only  to  sacrifice  Dreyfus 
in  order  to  avert  the  storm  .  .  . 

"Those  who  learn  history  from  other 
sources  than  from  polemics,  those  who 
try  to  follow  history  in  realities,  know 
that  it  was  in  Israel  that  the  Dreyfus' 


Such  a  history  will  be  incomprehen- 
sible and  of  no  value  for  the  under- 
standing of  the  dynamics  of  our  fate, 
of  our  historical  life,  and  for  the  for- 
mulation of  a  Jewish  philosophy  and 
policy. 

But  if  the  characters  which  Dr.  Hey- 
mann describes  do  not  belong  to  the 
history  of  the  'Jews,  they  are  inten- 
sively interesting.  Dr.  Heymann  has 
attacked  a  virgin  field  and  can  certain- 
ly write  many  more  volumes  on  these 
chips  of  the  Jewish  people. 

Dr.  Heymann's  book  reads  like  a 
novel.  It  is  a  document  of  human  fate 
and  experience,  a  galaxy  of  odd,  cap- 
tivating characters.  They  represent  in- 
valuable material  for  drama,  comedies, 
novels,  scenarios.  They  linger  in  the 
mind  long  after  the  book  has  been 
closed,  like  mysterious  phantoms  of 
the  fate  of  the  Jews  among  the  peo- 
ples of  the  world.  If  they  do  not  be- 
long to  the  Jewish  life  and  history, 
they  are  certainly  part  of  the  Jewish 
necropolis. 

REGIME  {Continued  from  page  5) 

If  we  have  our  pro-Fascist,  anti-Sem- 
itic groups  in  this  country,  such  as 
those  described  in  a  recent  series  of 
articles  in  this  journal,  we  have  as  yet 
sanity  and  decency  enough  to  condemn 
them  as  composed  of  a  lunatic  fringe 
which,  by  its  activities,  has  sacrificed 
the  right  to  be  called  Christian.  In  no 
one  of  these  groups  is  there  a  leader  of 
prominence  even  remotely  approaching 
that  of  the  Roumanian  patriarch, 
whose  fantastic  statement  should  de- 
prive him,  among  his  fellow  religion- 
ists throughout  the  world,  of  the  right 
to  the  Christian  name." 

{Continued  from  page  13) 
family,  the  rising  Dreyfus  case,  the 
rising    Dreyfusism,    encountered  at 
first  the  most  lively  resistance  .  .  . 

"And  later,  when  the  Dreyfusard 
had  triumphed,  when  they  thought  that 
they  had  triumphed,  when  they  be- 
lieved that  they  did  not  need  Bernard 
Lazare  any  longer,  that  he  was  too 
particular  as  to  the  choice  of  means, 
too  scrupulous,  unmanageable,  unso- 
ciable, oh,  Bernard  Lazare  ! — the  in- 
gratitude of  which  he  was  made  a 
victim  by  his  peers,  by  his  companions 
in  arms,  cannot  be  matched  or  sur- 
passed except  by  the  ingratitude  of 
those  of  his  race,  of  his  religion,  those 
Jews  of  France  whose  cause  he  pas- 
sionately took  in  hand." 


Brooklyn  Jewish  Center  Review 


[23] 


FLATBUSH 
CHAPEL 

WM.  SHERMAN  AND  SONS 
FUNERAL  DIRECTORS 


1283  Coney  Island  Avenue 
BROOKLYN,  N.  Y. 

Phone:  ESplanade  7-7300 


BRANCH:  125  Varet  Street 
Phone— PUlaski  5-0167 


MEMORIAL 


DIGNIFIED 

AND 

DISTINCTIVE 
SERVICES 
AT  HOME 

OH 

CHAPEL 


THE  DARKEST  OF  THIS  ERA  OF 
DARKNESS 
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libraries  and  study  my  books  and 
search  to  see  if  I  can  find  your  God 
mentioned  in  any  of  them !"  Yes,  they 
had  learning,  but  it  was  a  learning 
that  served  as  the  tool  of  oppression, 
not  as  an  instrument  to  dispell  dark- 
ness. 

Look  at  Nazi  Germany  totlay.  In 
those  very  universities  that  for  four 
or  five  centuries  prided  themselves  on 
the  knowledge  they  produced  you 
have  professors  of  distinction  espous- 
ing the  darkness  that  plagues  not  only 
that  land  but  so  many  others  as  well. 

Look  at  Poland,  and  again  we  see 
the  darkness  coming  from  the  regions 
above.  Even  in  Russia,  in  the  days  of 
the  Czars,  we  saw  darkness  filling  the 
minds  of  the  low  masses.  In  the  re- 
gions above,  among  the  intellectuals, 
you  did  see  light.  It  was  difficult  for 
a  Jew  to  enter  a  university,  but  once 
he  did  succeed  in  entering,  his  fellow 
students  regarded  him  as  an  intellec- 
tual comrade.  To  what  depths  of  de- 
gradation and  darkness  have  we  come 
when  we  behold  the  universities  in 


Poland  instituting  "ghetto  benches" 
for  its  Jewish  students !  In  those  high- 
er regions,  the  realm  of  the  intellect 
where  light  should  reign,  and  from 
where  the  rays  of  intellectual  sunshine 
should  radiate  throughout  the  land,  we 
have  this  thick  darkness  enveloping 
the  hearts  and  minds  of  those  Slid 
Maaloli.- — of  those  who  live  on  those 
heights. 

Yes,  the  rabbi  was  correct  in  his 
analysis.  If  the  darkness  that  fills  the 
world  today  came  only  from  the 
sources  Shcl  Maatoh,  from  the  lower 
strata  of  society,  then  we  could  have 
some  hope  that  hvunanity  might  yet  be 
saved.  Alas,  the  darkest  aspect  of  this 
reign  of  darkness,  that  which  should 
bring  us  the  greatest  concern,  is  that 
it  comes  from  above,  from  the  higher 
elements  of  society,  from  the  so-called 
learned  and  intellectual,  from  those 
very  elements  that  should  be  the  dis- 
pensers of  light. 


TRAGEDY  OF  THE  AGES 

{Continued  from  page  10) 

point  out  the  evils  inherent  in  a  policy 
of  religious  education  which  trains  the 
Christian  child  to  look  upon  the  Jews 
as  the  slayers  of  Jesus.  His  appeal  to 
Jewish  and  Christian  leaders  to  grap- 
ple with  the  problem  of  anti-.Semitism 
in  a  more  intelligent  and  eft'ective  man- 
ner should  not  go  unheeded. 

The  book  is  dedicated  to  that  great 
Christian  liberal  and  opponent  of  all 
that  breeds  enmity  between  Christian 
and  Jew,  Rev.  S.  Parkes  Cadman.  The 
fact  that  such  a  book  is  published  by 
the  National  Council  of  Y.]\I.C.A.'s 
Association  Press  is  in  itself  a  most 
encouraging  sign  of  that  finer  feeling 
of  brotherhood  to  which  all  of  us  look 
forward,  especially  in  this,  our  be- 
loved America. 

PATRIOTISM 

Placing  the  national  interests  of  the 
Jews  above  the  religious,  two  Zionist 
Revisionists  in  Lithuania  became  con- 
verted to  Catholicism.  Their  imme- 
diate object  was  to  be  able  to  enter 
the  Lithuanian  navy.  They  hoped  that 
the  training  they  would  get  there 
would  qualify  them  for  future  service 
in  the  Jewish  Merchant  Marine  of 
Palestine. 
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